
Burnside Primary School Parent Council 
Minutes of Parent Council Meeting 07 June 2010 
 
Present 
Claire Adams, Tilda Black, Alison Hay, Alison Harkin, Avril Johnston, Margaret Kilgour, 
Graham Keith, Stewart McCallum, Helen McGarvey, Julie McLaren and Jennifer Winton. 
 
Apologies 
Keith Falconer 
 
Minutes of Last Meeting 
Approved 
 
Matters Arising 
None 
 
Correspondence 
Helen passed a letter to the Parent Council that she had received from Larry Forde regarding the 
Review of Primary School Modernisation Programme. 
 
Items for Discussion 
• New Parent Council Sub-Committees  -  Alison Hay put formally to the Parent Council that 

there be three sub-committees, i.e., Enterprise; Fundraising and Communication.  Alison 
spoke at the induction day to new parents and out of 54 inductees 28 families signed up to 
become involved in the school in some way.  Alison stated she had contacted local business 
regarding grants.  There are many opportunities available to support learning.  Enterprise has 
always been part of the curriculum, programmes are changing within the school.  Claire 
Adams said it was a good idea to have individual committees for going forward.  Avril 
Johnston offered to head up fundraising committee.  The Parent Council are accountable for 
any sub-committee and should have terms of reference for what the sub-committees do it was 
agreed that a document should be set up to let new Primary 1 parents know what all 
committees would be expected to do.  Alison Hay and Alison Harkin will set this up for next 
meeting. 

 
• Websites  -  volunteers are needed for setting up or maintaining website for Parent Council. 

Helen explained that there will be a move towards school website for information only.  She 
explained the purpose of GLOW ( greater learning opportunity window) a virtual learning 
environment across the whole country that all education establishments can tap into.  
Eventually this will take over from the school website.  Claire Adams and Tilda Black will 
look into some websites and report back. 

 
• Accounts  -  New bank account to be opened and monies passed over from PTA with 

accounts from 2009/2010 and starting off with balance at opening of 2009.  Alison Harkin 
will take onboard the post of Treasurer and Stewart McCallum will audit accounts. 

 
 



• Provisional dates for Parent Council for 2010/2011 
  
 Monday 23 August 2010   -  Pre information evening meeting and AGM 
 Monday 06 September  2010 - Parent Information Evening  
       (all sub-groups to be invited by Helen) 
 Monday 04 October 2010  
 Monday 01 November 2010 
 Monday 06 December 2010 
 Monday 10 January 2011 
 Monday 07 February 2011 
 Monday 07 March 2011 
 Monday 09 May 2011 
 Monday 06 June 2011 
 
Head Teacher’s Report 
• 56 Primary 1 pupils currently coming in August. 
 
• Improvement Plan still being pulled together; continue with plans to develop Curriculum for 

Excellence encompassing teaching/learning approaches.  Look at Literacy and English and  
Health and Wellbeing.  As a staff we will look at creativity; sustainability and enterprise.  
Other areas - Global citizenship re links with Mr Amu and Ghana.  Core business; GIRFEC 
agenda; equality and legislation. The Plan will be drawn up at the end of June. 

 
• An invitation to go out for the 21 June to the M74 project to thank them for all their help.  

Parent Council will be invited.  The Rutherglen Reformer will be there.  M74 interlink held 
an art competition for all school children and Melissa Wright P6 won £300 for the School. 

 
• Classes for next year to be finalised next week and letters will go out to parents mid week.  

The children will be given an opportunity to visit their new class teacher and meet the other 
children in their class on the last week of term. 

 
Treasurer’s Report 
None 
 
Other Reports 
Alison Hay told the Parent Council she had approached B&Q and Homebase regarding our 
break-in in the garden and they had replaced some of the items which had been destroyed and 
broken.  Alison will send out a  thank you letter. 
 
Michelle Pollok and Kate Redshaw had received a visit from a gardener from Woodburn House 
who gave them some guidance and a contact name for conservation and wild life to help with 
garden maintenance.  Outdoor tap required but perhaps there could be fundraising for this.  
Helen will get a quote.  Work must be authorised and undertaken by Council. 
 
Re-fundraising wish list requested from school.  Britannia bid of £10000 now received, bids very 
time consuming although we have a contact in the Council who overseas and helps and advises.  



Community Health Initiative issue letter every 2 months with regards to available grants.  Parent 
Council to monitor this.  The school will provide Parent Council with a wish list for more 
expensive items in the new session. 
 
Discussion took place with regards to Sports Day and Competitive Events. Due to Health and 
Safety children cannot race on concrete.  Parent Council will look into use of local grounds for 
the future. 
 
AOCB 
Margaret said she would pass all Parent Council Clerk files to Helen along with a job description 
of what was required. 
 
Date of Next Meeting 
Monday 23 August 2010 
 
 
     


