
Minutes of Burnside Parent Council
7th November 2011

Burnside Primary School

In attendance 
Alison Hay, Alison Harkin, Alison MacAulay, Jim Finney, Julie McLaren, Jane Barton, Jacqueline Fraser, 
Maureen Mooney, Jonathan Todd, Michelle Pollok, Heather Inglis, Stuart McCallum, Claire Adams, Jen 
Monteith, Hazel Collings.

Apologies
Helen McGarvey
Minutes of previous meeting approved, matters arising addressed throughout meeting.

Minutes
Action

1 Head Teachers Report

Part time super numerate teacher has now  been withdrawn by South Lanarkshire 
Council.

Education City Invoice to be paid by school then Parents Council will reimburse, approx 
£500.

Repairs & Maintenance  Rooms 2 and 3 have been completed.  Room 4 will be done 
12-15th November Room 5 will be done 15-19th 

Sweeties have been passed in by kitchen staff.  To be given out at Christmas Fayre

Recent HMI visit to measure success in integrating GiRfec (Getting It Right For Every 
Child) at Burnside Primary.  Only verbal feedback has been given to date but both the 
school and South Lanarkshire Council are delighted at the positive feedback and the 
comments made.
HMi feedback (Dr Kate Hannah) was in general very positive around the introduction of 
GiRfec.  Systems are clear, key responses appropriate, children feel listened to and 
involved.  School praised parents for their role. School is child centred, key strength 
advocacy role for children and parents with opportunities for parents and children to 
contribute at and before meetings. Transitions are well managed.  4 next steps to take on 
board

• Multi agency input at practitioner level in establishing the role of the lead 
professional

• Single agency assessment perhaps requires additional input for children will 
additional support needs 

• More cohesive strategy detailing the support available for parents
• More formal strategy for each child in relation to their exit from the plan

Overall very positive response from HMi.  Feedback was verbal at this stage, written 
feedback will be provided in due course. 
Maureen to email  notes to Jonathon, who will summarise for website (will get 
Maureen’s approval on wording before publishing)

Olympic Torch - 10 children went to Asda to see the Olympic Torch.  Photo session with 
local politicians and dignitaries and enjoyed by all.  

Tesco - Maureen took children to Tesco to meet the Schools Champion.

MM
JT



2 Correspondence

Sainsbury’s - Cheque has been received (£240) for playground painting.  Cheque 
banked by school, who will pay the same amount to the Parent Council. Maureen to pass 
cheque for £240 to Alison Harkin for banking 

Burnside in Bloom  - Have been awarded a ‘thriving’ level 4 award and are keen to work 
with Burnside Primary.  Alison MacAulay has been in touch to increase links with the 
school.

Pamela & Drew (Santa & Mrs Claus)  - Unable to make it to the Christmas Fayre.  We 
therefore need a volunteer.  Some names suggested, Jane had a possible contact which 
she will follow  up. Jane to follow up contact and report back as to their availability.  
Heather also has a contact that she can ask if necessary. 

Raffle prizes for Christmas Fayre are already coming in - 
 Odeon tickets
 £60 vouchers for Cheeky Monkeys
 4 hours of genealogical research (Jane)
 1 day holiday club at ACE Place

Survey update  – 62 parents have now  completed the survey.  Feedback so far is very 
positive. 

Email update  – 2 or 3 per day, 50 parents have signed up so far.  Some people have 
reported a problem.  400 visits to the website in the past month.  Jonathon will send out 
an email to remind people to sign up for email updates.

Secretarial Support - No volunteers for this as yet. Alison Harkin to continue to take 
minutes at meeting for time being.

Newsletter is in final draft form  - Thanks to Alison MacAualy for putting this together.  
Slater Hogg are going to print it off for us.  Full page on Christmas Fayre giving detailed 
info about what was happening on the day.
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3

Fundraising

Christmas Film  Showing – Elf Friday 9th December (3.15 till 5.15pm) - Flyer will go out 
week after Christmas Fayre.  Parents will be asked to sign permission slip £3 per child £5 
for 2 children, £2 for each additional child from the same family.  If it is over subscribed, 
the tickets will be offered on a first come first served basis (180 tickets available).  
Lengthy discussion about logistics in particular emphasising that parents should be 
reminded to notify any childcare arrangements that child will be attending film show 
straight from school.
Heather to organise

Christmas Fayre - Volunteer names to be emailed to Alison.
Christmas Fayre banner to be produced to be hung at corner of Dukes Road and 
Burnside Road.  It was suggested that a further banner should be produced to display 
outside the school – all agreed this was a good idea. Alison MacAulay will organise
Flyer has been produced for approval and will be circulated shortly.  Alison has a contact 
who will give us some holly from a tree he is cutting later this month.
Alison Hay passed out standard letter for raffle prize requests, if anyone receives raffle 
prize Alison MacAulay will co-ordinate list.
Jonathon has set up a Facebook page for Christmas Fayre.

Christmas Fayre organising meeting – Friday 11th at  9.15am – venue Julie’s house.  Date 
of future evening meeting to be confirmed. 

Fundraising (Cont)

Halloween Disco To be raised for discussion at another date.  Attendance from older 
children poor; is there something else they would prefer.  We should ask the children from 
their input to see if  they would prefer something else.  Agreed pupil input will be sought for 
future discos.
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4 Enterprise

Charitable Status – Office bearers need to be trustees.  Change to the constitution has 
been drafted by Claire Adams to take out the clause which says the Parent Council has 
an objective ‘to raise additional funds to be used for the benefit for the pupils of the 
school’.  Whilst this specific objective needs to be removed we are sufficiently covered 
within the other objectives to allow us to continue to operate as we are currently doing. 
Alison Harkin to compile accounts for forwarding to Oscar with application form.

Flyer will now go out to all parents asking them to agree the proposed change.
 Alison Hay to distribute flyer re changes to constitution

Bank of Scotland – will be running Local Hero again next year and have asked the 
school to consider how we might want to take part in this again next year.

Tesco – grant applications invited again, Heather to discuss with Karen Jarvie.  Keen to 
get laptops/charging packs and this may be a source of  income for this or equipment for 
games based learning.

Staff wish list - Jen compiled a summary of the Wish Lists from each class teacher. It 
was suggested that this could be distributed to all parents; they may be able to contribute 
in particular to support Topic/Project work underway within class.
Senior school P6 & P7 are currently working on Victorian topic and this is working well, all 
classes in the corridor are working on the same theme and are enjoying this collaborative 
working.

Date of next meeting – January to be confirmed
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5 Library

Book Fayre - £800 sales so far.  4 more days to take orders, plus second parents 
evening.  Very good so far.

Library Management Software License.  Library Catalogue has been set up and is 
currently in use.  License has expired and is currently up for renewal £368.40.  Jane to 
negotiate to get a better rate.  £200 - £250 would be approved by council. Jane to 
negotiate discount and renew licence.

New Topic Books – some of the items on the Wish List from class teachers can be 
provided via the funds raised by the Book Fayre; Jayne to organise. Jane to organise 
provision of specific items for class resources.
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6 AOB

Maureen informed meeting that there has been a flood in the science cupboard.  Field 
mice have been able to get in and have contaminated some of the resources which have 
now  had to be binned.  Most of  the items binned were old in any case but new  resources 
will be required for future science topics and Maureen may come back asking Parent 
Council to help fund some of these items. Perhaps cleaner’s cupboard could be swapped 
with storage cupboard to avoid similar problem

Funding of resources for Activity Room  (on Mrs Fraser’s wish list) £400 required.  Parent 
Council members voted unanimously to approve this expenditure.
Maureen to provide written request asking for £400; Alison Harkin to issue cheque 
on receipt of request.

School Strike – Are Burnside Primary likely to be affected.  At present there is a 
possibility that there will be strike action on 30th November (Wednesday).

Boundary Changes – Local parents will have been notified by mail about changes to 
boundaries. For discussion at future meeting.

Political Activities of Parent Council – Alison Hay noted that the Parent Council may be 
precluded from doing this if  we go for Charitable status.  This would not preclude parents 
from doing this but could not do so as the Parent Council body.

Jim Finney unanimously voted on to Parent Council – was unable to attend AGM but 
expressed an interest in joining.

Next meeting – Monday 5th December 2011
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