
Minutes of Burnside Parent Council
3rd October 2011

Burnside Primary School

Present

In attendance
Alison Hay, Alison Harkin, Michelle, Heather, Alison McAulay, Jonathon, Helen, Stuart, Jane, Julie 
McLaren, Jacqueline Fraser, Julie Kershaw, Trisha, Helen, Jim, Jen, & Jo, Avril, Duran
Apologies
No apologies.

Minutes
Minute Action

1 Minutes of last meeting 
Approved

2 Matters arising
Heather has contacted Land Services at Glasgow  City Council.  They have just started 
a new  intake on the Community Janitors Scheme and may be able to help with our 
Mathematical Garden.  
Alison still to contact Cllr McKenna and Grant Finney. – Action Alison Hay

Tilda Black has tendered her resignation from Parents Council as has Jill Hodge, the 
Council would like to extend a warm thanks to acknowledge contribution and support 
given over past years.  Both said they would like to continue to support the fundraising 
efforts but are not able to commit their time on a Monday evening.

A Hay

3 Correspondence
Letter from other school asking for advice on setting up a website after having googled 
and admired ours – big thanks to Jonathon
Rutherglen reformer – two articles about school in this weeks Reformer, one about 
parking fines and the other about the 50/50 club.
South Lanarkshire Council – Generation Science touring schools in Sept & October, 
Helen is aware of this but noted that they were quite expensive.

Jim, Claire & 
Helen

Alison Hay



4
Survey Update
Alison Hay ran through the results of the parents survey.  
Summary of main themes from responses -
School – Education 
For the most part the survey results were positive and parents were happy with they 
way their children were performing in the school.  
School Facilities – Less satisfied with this aspect, with particular reference made to 
approach to school from Blairbeth Road, very narrow
Health & Well Being – Some concerns over whether the menus are really healthy & 
whether parents are aware of the school discipline policy or fully understand it.
School Clubs – Many people felt communication was often too late, website was not 
adequate and more clubs would be good.
Communication methods – more people were interested in email than previously 
thought
Parent Council – Parents generally know  what we do, less sure of the role of the 
Enterprise group.
Parent Council Meeting Times – Monday night remains most popular evening
Enterprise & Fundraising Meetings – Most popular times were Friday am or pm but 
there was no obvious best slot
Parent Council – Enterprise – General agreement that we should seek funding to 
support this and involve the children where appropriate
Charitable Status – Overwhelming agreement that we should move forward with this
Communication – website well received
Communication – preferred choice email, letter by people post second, facebook third, 
twitter fourth.
Fundraising – Those which most people wanted to continue – Christmas Fayre, 50/50 
club,  Other suggestions made Beetle Run, Board game evening
Returns predominately came from P1-P4 parents.
What would you like to change – facilities, fabric of building, evening sessions for 
Induction Session etc
What do you like most about the school – atmosphere, community.
Returns were received from approx 10% of  parents with children at the school.  Some 
comment was made about the school website and whether it was time to have a 
shared website for School & Parent Council, given the Jonathon has invested so much 
of his time in creating an excellent site.  Helen sees the sense in doing this but would 
need to clear this through South Lanarkshire Council.
Jonathon has asked parents via the website to sign up for automatic emails. Parent 
Council members are encouraged to test this.
Next Communication Meeting to be agreed after the other groups have met.

  



5 Fundraising
Last week’s meeting was poorly attended.  Date for next meeting – Friday 14th October 
9am –to be confirmed when venue agreed, possibly cafeteria.
It was agreed that we would not do Spree books this year.  
Volunteers required for all aspects of  Fundraising.  Jo volunteered to contribute but 
can’t do mornings, would prefer evenings.
Diary dates –
Thursday 27th October an option instead of Friday 28th.  To be confirmed ASAP.  
Cinema Club dates proposed – Friday 11th November 3.15pm
Christmas Movie – Friday 9th December 3.15pm
Cinema Club Snacks will be provided at a cost of  £3 per child, 2 for £5, £2 for each 
additional child.

Enterprise 
Charitable Status – OSCAR have noted that one of our objectives do not fit charitable 
purposes. Stuart has suggested that this can be rectified by rewording the objects and 
he will respond to this.  Heather suggested there were similar examples of  what other 
schools have changed it to on a website she has ‘googled’.
Trustees required for a charity and it was suggested that the office bearers take this on. 
Office bearers agreed; in addition Jen said she would be prepared to take on this role if 
necessary. 
Date for next meeting – with the intention of pursuing the Trim Trail funding application. 
Helen suggested it might be worthwhile speaking to Gordon Brownlie at Calderwood 
around their experience of this to see if we can learn from that.  Stuart agreed to speak 
to someone next week and will set up a meeting thereafter.
Stuart asked Helen if  she could chase up the grant application from the Institute of 
Physics.
Heather noted that Tesco had opened their grant applications again and it was 
suggested that perhaps this was a good idea to apply for money from them for some of 
the playground works. Alison McCaulay suggested a wind tunnel would be beneficial

7 Library 
BB Start is being wound up.  Class sessions are up and running for all classes except 
for P1 but these should be up and running by the end of the October break.  More 
volunteers required to run sessions.
Some new projects under consideration but these can’t be pursued further until more 
volunteers come forward.



8 Head Teachers Report
Head Teachers as part of the Home School Partnership have been in touch with Sue 
Palmer around the subject of Detoxing Childhood.  On Tuesday 15th November she will 
be visiting Cambuslang and Rutherglen 1-2.30 St Brides 6.30-8pm Burgh Primary. 
Sessions are aimed at raising awareness of 21st Century Families, aimed at parents.  
More info will follow to all parents from Helen.

HMi (now Education Scotland) will be visiting the school on 4th November, looking at 
the readiness of schools to take forward the GIRFEC (getting it right for every child) 
agenda.  They will be speaking to children, parents and teachers as well as Head 
Teacher to see if Education with the local authorities is ready to take this agenda 
forward.
Recruiting for a new cleaning supervisor and facilities manager.
Staffing update – no change re Paula Ogilvie.  Donna McKay continues to provide 
support, 3 teachers remain within the 2 P1 classes and is supporting other work within 
the school.
 
AOCB - none


