
Minutes of Burnside Parent Council
3rd September 2012

Burnside Primary School

In attendance 
Alison Hay, Eileen ?, Stuart McCallum, Maureen Mooney, Jackie Fraser, Debbie Stefani, Janice McGlove, 
Sandra Gardiner, Gill Hodge, Helen McGarvey, Alison Harkin, Jonathan Todd, Shona Jones, 

Robert Brown attended for the discussion around Laptops and School Refurbishment

Apologies
Heather Inglis, Trish Kent

Minutes Action

1 Minutes of last meeting: matters arising
Previous minutes – corrections – to be amended to reflect that Alison Macaulay was in 
attendance

Actions from previous minutes 
Helen noted that the Anti-bullying policy was under review but parents should be reassured 
that the school do have one.  Eileen asked if the school were aware of ‘Respect Me’ to which 
Helen answered yes, this would be included in the review along with a range of other relevant 
documents that the school was taking into consideration in arriving at a revised “parent 
friendly” policy.

Much discussion about the laptops which the PC had offered to purchase for the school 
towards the end of last term.  Robert Brown noted that he had tried to resolve this issue with 
the Council but there was no resolution to date.  As a reminder the laptops that the school 
wanted to purchase would not be compatible with the network the school operates and there 
did not appear to be a technical fix to get around this.  Stuart suggested that we ask SLC to 
speck laptops that would work with their systems in order to move things forward.  Robert 
Brown said he would write formally to Ann Rooney (Head of Division) to ask for a speedy 
resolution and asked that we wait for a response to this before taking any further action.

ACTION – Revisit at next meeting to determine whether an appropriate solution has 
been found as a result of Robert Brown’s letter.

CEOP training will be held at the school for P5-P7 parents.  Helen will send out information to 
parents about the content of the session which will provide awareness of appropriate protocols 
for the use of ICT and the internet by children of this age group.

With the inclusion of appropriate correction the minute was approved.

Ali

All

2 Correspondence
Alison Hay passed Bank Statement, SPTC receipt and 2 cheques from Easy Fundraising to 
Alison Harkin.  Alison also passed letter for renewal of SPTC membership.

Action – Alison to bank cheques, and write cheque for SPTC membership renewal.    
Alison Harkin
Easy Fundraising

Action – Jonathan agreed to put out Flyer to remind parents about Easy Fundraising 
and how to use it.  

Alison

Jonathan



Cinema Club
Alison Hay noted that Alison Macaulay had provided a list of films that may be appropriate to 
show at Cinema Club.  Alison Hay asked other parents to do the same and where appropriate 
to let us know if they had a copy of the film that the school could borrow for the showing.

Action – all to provide film ideas to Alison Hay by email
                 

Gym Hall redecoration
Stuart informed the meeting that he had been in communication with SLC about the required 
redecoration of the Gym Hall.  The PC had previously agreed to pay for this work to be 
undertaken however Stuart had written to SLC to put forward the case for them bearing the 
cost.  Thanks to this intervention SLC have agreed to redecorate the Hall during the October 
holiday – Thank you to Stuart for pursing this.

Update on School Refurbishment
Robert Brown informed the meeting that Burnside Primary was still on the programme for a 
refurbishment in 2015.  He noted that engagement with the school was planned to commence 
in 2014 but he is keen to embark on this sooner rather than later.  

He suggested that he would be visiting other schools that have been refurbished and invited 
the PC to get involved in this process, perhaps visiting a school with him.  No budget has 
been given for the refurbishment works to date, however Robert is firmly of the view that the 
refurbishment will be more than a ‘tarting up’ exercise and should result in the school being of 
a similar quality as the new build schools.  The refurbishment would be to the existing building 
but it is not yet clear whether this will be confined to the existing footprint.

Robert is keen to gather the views of parents in advance of the planning stage to allow the 
opportunity for this to be fed into the planning process.  Some members of the PC were 
keen that this start much sooner than 2014 and Robert was in agreement that sufficient time 
should be given to allow this to be a meaningful consultation and not just a token gesture.  
Additionally some PC members are not convinced that a high standard can be achieved 
through a refurb exercise so communication will be crucial to alleviate the concerns that PC 
and wider parent body may have.

Questions were asked about how the refurb would be carried out, when during the year it 
would be scheduled and what would happen to the children whilst the work was underway.  
Robert did not have answers to these questions at the moment but admitted that it was to 
answer such questions that an ongoing dialogue would be required.

Jane Barton pointed out that it was crucial for us in determining our spending strategy over 
the next two years to know what would and would not be affected by the refurb (the garden 
for example) as we did not want to invest in areas that would be adversely affected when the 
refurb is underway.

Robert agreed with all of our concerns and committed to engage in an ongoing open dialogue 
over coming months.

PC members agreed it would be appropriate to collate from parents at some point this year, a 
list of their concerns and hopes/wishes for the refurb.

Action – Refurb to be revisited regularly as standing item on future agenda

All

All

3 Treasurer's report
Report delivered in the AGM, please see AGM minutes.



4 Head Teachers Report
Improvement Plan
Helen McGarvey explained that the school has a number of priorities to meet in relation to 
local, regional and national strategies and that the School Improvement Plan captured many of 
the most relevant ones.  

Helen circulated a document capturing the main priorities which had also been summarised 
less formally in the recent School newsletter.  The priorities include – Health & Wellbeing, 
Science, Outdoor Learning, Homework policy review, Reporting but can be read in more detail 
in Helen’s report which is attached for information.

Class wish lists
Alison Hay invited Helen to ask teachers to come up with a ‘wish list’ of resources required for 
their class this year.  This would give the PC some focus for our fundraising efforts this year.  
It was suggested that a ‘visual display’ of the total and progress towards achieving it would be 
useful and fun for children.  Jonathan agreed to prepare something for the website and Helen 
agreed to consider an appropriate way of displaying this within the school.

Action – Jonathan to produce visual display (thermometer or similar) for website, Helen 
to consider something physical for within the school

Jonathan
Helen

5 Fundraising
50/50 club
Heather Inglis and Alison Harkin agreed to pick names out at School Assembly.  

Action – Helen to liaise with Heather and Alison Harkin re dates
    

Diary Dates 
Alison Hay passed out list of meetings and events on calendar for this year.

Open Night – 13th September, 7 – 9pm

PC Meeting - 1st October, 7 – 9pm

Halloween Disco – 25th October (P1–4 6.15–7.15, P5–P7 7.30-8.30pm)

P1 Halloween Party – 1st November (5.30 – 7.30pm, Cheeky Monkeys, Western Road)

PC Meeting – 8th November, 7 – 9pm  (moved from 5th November)

Christmas Fayre Set up – 23rd November, after school till 9pm

Christmas Fayre – 24th November, let booked 9am - 4pm

PC Meeting – 3rd December, 7 – 9pm

Christmas Fayre
Gill suggested 17th September 7pm for the first meeting of the Christmas Fayre Organising 
Group.  Anyone interested is free to join the meeting which will be held in the Burnside Hotel.  

Action – Jonathan to send out flier to advertise meeting
Anyone who can’t make the meeting but would like to help out should contact Gill on 
Christmas@burnsideprimary.org 

Action – Jonathan to set up email account for Christmas@burnsideprimary.org      

Helen

Jonathan

Jonathan

6 Enterprise Group
Stuart informed us that we have Charitable Status.  He has also applied for Gift Aid and 
is part way through this process.  When completed Stuart will also set us up to have a Just 
Giving Site which can be linked to our website and will allow parents who are unable to attend 
events to make a one off donation should they so wish.

mailto:Christmas@burnsideprimary.org
mailto:Christmas@burnsideprimary.org
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There is some concern about how we administer the Gift Aid donations but Stuart is confident 
that this can be managed.  Shona Jones has offered to help with the admin of this aspect as 
has a new P1 parent who will pass her details to Jane Barton

Action – Stuart to pursue and update as appropriate.  Alison Hay to check with other 
schools to see if they have gone down this route and to find out how they have 
managed the process.                

A grant application has been submitted to First Direct to purchase some materials 
to create willow structures in the playgrounds.  The application will be reviewed on 11th 
September and is for the sum of £4,824.

Alison Macaulay noted that there was also an opportunity to apply to Central Scotland Green 
Network for funding for Outdoor Learning.  Stuart agreed to look at this.

Action – Stuart to consider whether we could apply to this fund.

Stuart & 
Ali

Stuart

7 Communication
Parents’ Survey
Alison Hay noted that we have still to feedback to parents the results of last year’s Parent 
Survey.  Whilst we have captured some of the points in minutes of meetings discussing this 
item it was agreed that something more targeted should be given to parents.

Action – Jane Barton agreed to write up something for circulation to parents  

Communication by email
As part of our Eco-schools application the school is trying to move towards communicating 
more information by email only.  Helen will write officially to all parents shortly inviting them to 
opt into this form of communication.  Parents will be able to opt to continue to receive paper 
copies of communication if they so wish but will be able to receive only one or the other.
Action – Helen and Jonathan to meet to progress project

Jane

Helen and 
Jonathan

8 Library
Jane is delighted by the interest shown from new parents this year, in helping out with the 
library.  P2-P6 pupils will shortly be receiving contracts to sign to allow them to use the library.  
P1’s will get theirs around the October break.  P7s this year will not have to sign contracts but 
will be allowed to borrow books ‘on trust’ in recognition of their maturity.  This will be reviewed 
later in the year.

9 Open Night – 13th September
Helen will present briefly on the School Improvement Plan but focus on “How Your Child is 
Assessed in School”.  

Helen will also include changes to Reporting and how teachers will report to you on your 
child’s learning this year due to changes applied at a national level.  Alison Hay will present on 
the PC and there will be tea and coffee available.

10 AOB
Alison Macaulay noted that she has applied for a ticket to the conference on Nutrition in 
School Meals which promoted some discussion about the lack of response from SLC to our 
questions on this matter.  We are still waiting on a response to this. 

Action - Ali to revisit with SLC Ali


