
Minutes of Burnside Parent Council  
 1 October 2012

Burnside Primary School

In attendance: Alison Hay, Jane Barton, Alison Macaulay, Helen McGarvey, Jacqueline Fraser, Robert Brown 

(Councillor), Ann Flannigan (Friends of Cambuslang Park) Susan Martin (Clerk)

Apologies:  Alison Harkin, Jonathan Todd, Stuart McCallum, Gill Hodge and Heather Inglis

Minutes Action

1
Minutes of last meeting: matters arising

Previous minutes – corrections – December Parent Council Meeting should read 3rd 
December not 2nd.

Actions from previous minutes

i)  Laptops  Helen announced that she was ‘delighted’ that the school would soon be taking 
possession of 10 laptop computers.  She had taken advice on the problem of incompatibility 
and the new ones while more expensive than the previous ones had solved the problem.

ii) Refurbishment of School  Discussion took place on various schools in the area and 
their renewal or refurbishment.  There seems to be a ‘bottleneck’ in decanting pupils while 
refurbishment is taking place.  A partial decant is not recommended as the management of it 
is too difficult. 
Robert Brown (Councillor) said there was a rolling agenda, when one school is complete 
another begins.  The Local Authority try to start work on two schools a year.
Alison Hay mentioned that she had heard that buses picking up pupils who had been 
decanted were arriving too late for children to begin school on time at 9 a.m.   Robert B. said 
it was too early to investigate this problem as far as Burnside Primary is concerned. 
It was suggested by Jane that a list of ongoing refurbishment questions should be kept.
Discussion took place on the merits of refurbishment vs. new build.  Rebuilds tend to lose 
classes and space.

Action – Refurb. To be revisited regularly as standing item on future agenda 

iii) Class Wish Lists  Helen McG. provided a list of resources that classes had asked 
for including, projectors, special metallic pens and board games.   Alison suggested that 
a breakdown of the cost would be useful and targets could be displayed visually.  It was 
suggested that board games could be part of an appeal for donations for the Christmas 
Fayre.

Action – To be revisited at next meeting

iv)50/50 Club  Alison Harkin will manage the 50/50 club and liaise with Helen.  Alison Hay 
requested that an e-mail be sent out to extend the date for parents to take part.  It is not too 
late to include this item in the Newsletter.  There is no need for a parent to make the draw it 
could be done by a child.

v) Gift Aid  Alison Hay observed that one way to qualify for gift aid was through sponsored 
events or not charging for parties etc. but asking for donations instead. Will discuss with 
Stuart.

vi) Parents’ Survey  Jane reported that the survey had produced very positive results and 
feedback from it would provide an opportunity to publicise what has been happening in 
school.
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2 Correspondence

Alison Hay has received Christmas Card samples from a private company that could be used 
for fundraising.  They are priced at £3.50 for 12 but retail at £5.  There are also gift tags and 
mugs.  Parents would pay ‘up-front’ for the cards which would be delivered by pupil post..

Discussion took place as to what was best for the Christmas Fayre.  In the past, children 
had made crafts but there was a problem that parents could not always buy their own child’s 
crafts resulting in some distress.
Various suggestions were made re Christmas pictures, gift tags, angels, tiles etc.  No 
conclusion was agreed.

Action  - to be revisited at next meeting

Helen received information regarding SPC Annual Conference, which will be on Saturday 
10tth November 2012.

Diary Date Changes  
The next Parent Council Meeting will be Thursday 8th November 2012.
January meeting will be Thursday 10th January 2013.

All

3. Friends of Cambuslang Park
Anne Flannigan gave a talk on Cambuslang Park highlighting events for schools.  Three 
local schools have already taken part in activities such as scavenger hunts and beastie walks 
where children have to find leaves, insects etc.  She also spoke about a fairy walk organised 
for P1s and a planned ghost walk for older children at Halloween.  The park accommodates 
outdoor learning and helps children be eco aware.

The train from Burnside is one stop from Kirkhill Station, which is opposite Cambuslang Park, 
and Community Police may be contacted to help with crossing the road.  
Friends of Cambuslang Park organise clean-up parties with Scouts and Guides.  They have 
a variety of events such as a Family Fun Day in August, which is free of charge.  Ann urged 
parents to come along to support the park and is willing to talk to groups of parents about the 
various projects.   Ann was thanked for her presentation.

4. Head Teacher’s Update
Helen reported that the school had achieved its first Eco flag.  This is a great accomplishment 
thanks to pupils, staff (especially Ms Mooney) and parents.  They are now agreeing the next 
action plan towards a second flag.  A trip to Whitelee Wind Farm is organised as a thank you 
to pupils.

The Parent Council congratulated the school on its achievement. Discussion on how to 
celebrate took place.  A flagpole will be erected either on the tarmac or on the side of the roof 
and an unfurling ceremony was suggested.  It will be an opportunity to publicise the school in 
the local newspaper.

Helen also reported the absence of Mrs McCowan, R.E. and Drama teacher.  Mrs Coulter a 
cluster teacher is covering.

The Residential trip for Primary 7 has been booked for Tuesday 28th to Friday 31st May 
(inclusive).  An information session for parents and children will be arranged ASAP.
There was then a discussion on affordability.  Helen stated that the subject had to be 
approached with subtlety.  If any child was not going, the matter would be followed up 
privately.

Alison Hay asked if there was anything could be done about parents parking on Zig Zag 
lines outside school?  Jane said that she had seen a mini bus, picking up children, parking 
regularly on the lines.  There was also concern that people sat in their cars with their engines 
running.  



Head Teacher’s Update (cont)

Helen replied that as far as she knew there was supposed to be mandatory ‘on the spot’ fines 
but none had so far been issued.
Jane also raised concerns that some cars turning the corner had their wheels on the 
pavement.  

Helen stated that there had been talk of widening the pavement but nothing had been done.
Alison Hay suggested that railings be erected at the corners of the street to stop children from 
running straight out.
Robert Brown stated that it was hard to find solutions to the problems in such a confined area 
but he would raise it again with the Police.

Action – To be revisited

All

5 Fundraising

As some of the items of business were dealt with under Matters Arising, a brief report was 
given that the group had met to discuss the Christmas Fayre and progress was ongoing. 

Volunteers had been recruited to help at the Halloween Disco and the DJ had been booked.  

The Cinema club was having difficulty booking the hall for their activity as it was already 
accommodating a Karate Club.  There was also a problem with the timing of the let, 4.30 p 
m or 5 p m.  Helen stated that pupil activity letting costs were covered but any fund raising 
activities must be paid for.  There could also be insurance issues.  She would clarify the 
position with the Letting Department.

Action - To clarify position of school lets.

Alison Hay mentioned a ‘Petting Zoo” as an activity at the Fayre.  Live animals are brought 
and children could be charfed £1 to stroke and pet them.  She also suggested a Dressing 
Down Day where children pay to wear casual clothes to school.  Helen stated that the school 
already organised such a day to top up school funds.  Alison suggested that the PC day 
could be a month earlier, perhaps at the beginning of November.   Jacqueline suggested 
a ‘Go Green Day’ to coincide with unfurling the Eco Flag.  This was considered a good 
suggestion and will be followed up.

Action – To decide on Fundraising Activities

Helen
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6 Enterprise

Grant application decision for Willow Structures is expected this week.

Alison Hay suggested that a list of possible bigger projects was needed to help select grant 
opportunities. Helen suggested an Amphitheatre.  Jane said the climbing wall needed 
decorating and perhaps an additional climbing wall as it was such a popular activity with 
children.  Alison Macaulay said the storage containers for the garden could be painted and 
decorated and planting was needed for tubs.

7 Communication

Survey: Although the survey produced very positive results in most areas, school meals and 
safety issues appeared to be the main concerns of parents.  The results of the survey will be 
emailed to Alison Hay.

Jonathan and Helen yet to meet to progress communication by email.

Jane

JT 
HMcG



8 Library

Jane stated that the library is up and running smoothly.  There are still a few books 
outstanding but overall problems have been resolved.   

The P1’s will visit the library for the first time next week with a Buddy scheme where Primary 
7’s help younger children slect a book..

The Library will display some Spooky stuff for Halloween.  

Book lending has proved so popular that the library has run out of sticky labels.  These are 
quite expensive to buy but cheaper ones will not last as long.  

A travelling Book Fayre will visit in Mid November.

Action – Jane to source labels Jane

Everyone was thanked for their attendance.
The meeting concluded at 9.20 p m.

Date of the next Parent Council Meeting : Thurs. 8th November, 6.50 p m.


