
Minutes of Burnside Parent Council  
8th November 2012

Burnside Primary School

In attendance: Alison Hay (Chairperson), Alison Harkin (Treasurer), Helen McGarvey, (Head Teacher), Maureen 

Mooney (Depute Head Teacher), Gill Hodge, Jonathan Todd, Shona Jones, Julie McLaren, Jackie Fraser 

(Teacher), Stuart McCallum, Lyndsay Wallace, Emma Connelly, Susan Martin (Clerk)

Apologies:  Heather Inglis, Alison Macauley, Jane Barton, Trish Kent.

Action

1

Minutes of last meeting 

Previous minutes approved

Matters arising

i) Refurbishment of School 
Alison Hay suggested that a small delegation of the committee could make a site visit to 
an already refurbished school to assess the standard.  There was one such school in the 
Hamilton area and she would contact Councillor Brown to arrange a viewing.  

Action: Alison Hay to arrange viewing

ii) Class Wish List
Helen McGarvey stated that she hadn’t realised that costing the ‘wish list’ resources had 
been requested and that it was a bigger proposition for staff.   The list would be diverse 
from projectors to electric pencil sharpeners.  
Alison H stated that costs need not be too explicit but estimates would enable everyone 
to see what was being aimed at.

Action – Helen to pass estimated wish list to Alison

iii) Illegal Parking Outside school
Ali stated that she had contacted Strathclyde Police on a number of occasions regarding 
cars parking outside the school but there had been no response.
Helen stated she too had been in touch with the police but had been told to advise 
parents to complain in person as it would be more effective  
Gill Hodge had also been in touch with the police regarding road works congestion as 
this exacerbated the problem.  She thought it would be a good idea if the school could be 
informed of road works prior to starting.  
Alison stated she wanted more cars to be ticketed.  
It was suggested that Councillor McKenna could be contacted.  No decision was made 
on further action.
 
iv) School Lets
The Karate Club has agreed to move to the dining hall to allow the Cinema club to use 
the hall for showings.

v) Survey
The results of the survey should be known next month and Jane Barton will e-mail them 
to Alison.

Action: Jane to e-mail Survey Results

Ali
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2 Correspondence

Alison Harkin stated that £250 had been received for a raffle prize from Munns Funeral 
Directors.

- £55.50 to be paid for a school let for the Halloween Disco  

Discussion then took place regarding the cost of PVG’s   (Protection of Vulnerable 
Groups Certificates).  These cost £59 to acquire and adults will not be able to volunteer 
without a current disclosure form.   This has serious implications for all Parent Council 
Activities.  At the moment it is unclear how many people will have to pay for disclosure 
forms or where the money will come from.

Discussion focused on the many school activities that need volunteers and the cost and 
time it takes to provide verification.
Helen stated that parents could be certificated at a lesser charge if they had obtained 
their PVGs elsewhere, for example if they volunteered at Brownies, Scouts etc. and 
already held a certificate.
Jonathan will check the charges for charitable organisations to register volunteers.

Various suggestions were made on how to proceed with the cinema club and the 
question of volunteers needing to be certificated for this activity.  (See Item 5 below)

Action:  Jonathan to check charities’ disclosures of volunteers - costs and procedures

Other Correspondence

- Letter from Robert Brown re. setting up a meeting with South Lanarkshire Council and 
Network Rail to discuss the stairs at Burnside Station.

- A Raffle prize of 2 nights at the Menzies Hotel was received.

- Stuart McCallum stated that a £10 cheque would be handed in from recycling printer 
cartridges.  Mobile phones can also be recycled and money raised would contribute to 
funds.  He will e-mail details.  

Action:  Stuart to e-mail details and pass on cheque

- Maureen Mooney stated that more emphasis would be given to waste minimisation, 
for example kitchen waste would be composted and used in the garden.  The school will 
continue to recycle, reduce and reuse its waste. 

 - Letters were passed to Alison H from children requesting £50 for costumes for the 
nativity play. A vote was taken to grant this request and was passed unanimously. 
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3. Head Teacher’s Report

 - Primaries 1/2 workshops were well received.  These were organised to give parents an 
initial introduction to reciprocal reading. Parent Support booklets are being developed for 
all stages. First level, P2-4, is well underway.

 - 10 new Lap Top Computers have been installed and are up and running.  The next big 
IT project is to acquire six projectors to be used with the computers.

 - Burnside Primary will enter pupils for the Bridgeton Burns Club competition for the first 
time in several years.



Head Teacher’s Report (Cont)
 - Helen thanked Maureen Mooney for her work in acquiring a grant of £1,500 for the 
Enterprise Group.  She had been invited to share good practice at a South Lanarkshire 
Conference.

Young Writers Competition   
Helen acknowledged that there had been some anxiety by parents over the entry of 
pupils to the Young Writers’ Competition.  The company who runs it has been around 
for many years.  Other schools in the area have entered pupils and the literature about 
the competition is delivered to the school on a regular basis.  All entries had been 
in submitted in good faith.   Nevertheless there are now clearly concerns over this 
company’s marketing strategy.

The company appears to be targeting parents through publishing almost all children’s 
work in books priced £15.99.  Parents feel obliged to buy the book because their 
children’s work appears in it.  One of the major concerns is that names and addresses 
are asked for as part of the entry form and parents then targeted directly.  

Helen stated that the school is very astute on data protection and does not give out 
information unless authorised to do so.  However on this occasion the form specifically 
asked for names and addresses of entrants.  She had been caught out by the 
professionalism of the marketing strategy.  She had made a mistake and had send a 
letter of apology to every parent involved.  

Helen also contacted South Lanarkshire Council to report parents’ concerns so that other 
schools would not make the same mistake.  She has also spoken to a representative 
of the company who tried to assure her that it was normal practice to ask for direct 
addresses of children without permission of parents being given.  Nevertheless Helen 
stated that the school would not be entering pupils’ work with this company in future.

General discussion on the issue took place.  Some parents present thought there ought 
to be an acknowledgement of children’s work already entered in the competition to 
reduce disappointment.  Helen stated that it was her understanding that every child who 
entered had been given a bookmark and those invited for publication had been sent a 
certificate.  The school would try to organise its own publication next year.  Parents can 
also enter their own child in the Young Writers competition independent of the school.
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4. Fund Raising 

50/50 Club
Alison Harkin (Treasurer) stated that £708 had been raised so far.  Prizes of £35.24 were 
given out at each draw but this seemed an awkward amount and perhaps there should 
be less draws and an increase in prize money.

- £401.55pwas raised by the Halloween disco.

- Lyndsey suggested a way to raise funds could be for children to put pennies in a 
water bottle and decorate it for Christmas, with so much happening at Christmas, it was 
decided to revisit at Easter, as agreed a god idea..

Cinema Club
The cinema club may have to be postponed.  There seems to be enough volunteers but 
disclosure forms will be needed.  
Various suggestions were made to overcome the problem such as parents attending with 
their children but this could be problematic for working parents.  It was suggested that 
films could be shown during school hours 



Cinema Club (cont)
There was also a problem with finding a film that would suit a diverse age group. It was 
suggested children should be split into various age groups and appropriate films found 
for each group.  It was pointed out that this would mean more volunteers were required 
and the disclosure problem heightened.  

No decision was taken but the issue would be discussed again at the next Parent Council 
meeting.

Action:  To find volunteers with current disclosure forms. To make a decision on the 
Cinema Club going ahead

Christmas Fayre
Each stall now has someone in charge.  Friday afternoon/evening has been allocated 
for setting up.  There are lots of helpers in response to letters sent out.  At the request 
of the school, a small group will have access from 13.15 p m with the majority at 3.15 p 
m.  Donations have been received for bottle stall and Tombola, also for the tea-room.  
Tesco will provide Christmas stockings.  ‘Santa’ has not yet confirmed and there may be 
a problem over finding a Santa with a PVG certificate.

Gill suggested that the raffle should be drawn at the end of the Fayre and asked if it 
would be possible for the choir to sing to finish off the day.  Helen confirmed that the 
choir would sing but stated that permission of parents would be required if children were 
to stay on to sing at the end of the Fayre.

The last meeting of the Christmas Fayre committee will be 18th November at 7 pm in the 
Burnside Hotel.

All
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5 Communication

Newsletter
Jonathan stated that he would draw up a template for the Newsletter as this reduced the 
effort to re-format it each time.

6 Enterprise

As time was short, Stuart gave out leaflets detailing the application to First Direct 
Community Partnership Fund for a project to enhance the playground of Burnside 
Primary School.  This can be discussed at a future meeting.

Action:  Carried forward to next meeting AH

7 Any Other Business

Alison Harkin asked that parents be informed of what to expect should there be adverse 
weather conditions. Helen confirmed that the previous communication would be re-
issued.

Julie asked about the Cycle Club.  Alison Hay stated that it had been postponed 
meantime.

Helen stated that if any parent wanted to check over the school handbook before it was 
sent out they could come to the school on Tuesday 27th November at 9 a m.

Date of Next meeting:  Monday 3rd December at 6.50 p m.
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