
Minutes of Burnside Parent Council  
3rd December 2012

Burnside Primary School
In attendance: Alison Hay (Chairperson), Alison Harkin (Treasurer), Helen McGarvey, (Head Teacher), Maureen 

Mooney (Depute Head Teacher),  Jackie Fraser (Teacher), Stuart McCallum,  Emma Connelly, Heather Inglis, Alison 

MacAulay, Susan Martin (Clerk)

Apologies:  Jonathon Todd, Jane Barton, Trish Kent, Julie McLaren.

Action

1

Minutes of last meeting 
Previous minutes had one amendment: Page 2, Section 2, ‘Other Correspondence’ 
should read: 

Maureen Mooney stated that more emphasis would be given to waste minimisation, for 
example kitchen waste would be composted and used in the garden.  The school will 
continue to recycle, reduce and reuse its waste. 

Matters arising
i) Refurbishment of School  

Site visit to refurbished school has not yet been arranged.  (See Item 4  below)

ii) Class Wish List

A Class Wish List with estimated costs was passed around.  The approximate total cost 
will be  £270, apart from one item, Nintendo DS.   Parent Council members present voted 
to grant all requests apart from the DS which has still to be costed.  

iii) Illegal Parking Outside school

Head Teacher Helen McGarvey stated that police and traffic wardens had been in 
attendance outside the school.  She also stated that there was an opportunity to carry out 
a school travelling survey initiated by South Lanarkshire Council.  There previously had 
been a ‘walking bus’ but staff were now unable to take part and parents would have to 
organise it themselves.  

Ali H. stated that police were still not responsive to problem parking and Alison Harkin 
said cars were parking with their wheels on the pavement.  

Maureen M. stated cycling to Burnside Primary was considered too dangerous for 
children.

Discussion revolved around ways to solve the problem.  Suggestions included putting 
sticky labels on illegally parked cars and restricting all cars to an area away from the 
school, perhaps to the other side of the Railway Bridge.   All of these suggestions had 
problems and no decision was made on how to proceed.

iv) School Lets

The Karate Club does not now have to move as the Cinema club has been postponed 
due to a lack of enough volunteers with full PVG certificates.  To avoid disappointment, 
two films will be shown within school hours on 21st December.   A charge of £2 will be 
made to cover the cost of a drink and snack. 

v) Survey

The results of the survey are still to be analysed.

Action: Jane to e-mail Survey Results JB



2 Correspondence
A thank you letter was received for the £50 donation for costumes for the Nativity Play.

An e-mail was received from Jonathon Todd stating he is willing to work on Data Input for 
the school.  

Alison Harkin said she is would be willing to help with the Web site.

Stuart McCallum handed in a cheque for £10.20 from recycling inkjet cartridges.  He also 
handed in a recycling box for used laser jet and toner cartridges and mobile phones.  This 
is a simple way to fundraise and the boxes will be uplifted free of charge provided enough 
are deposited. The box will be located in the front foyer.  

Ali H asked if the cartridges had to be Hewlett Packard or would other brands be 
accepted?   Stuart said he would find out and would send an e-mail explaining the project.

Maureen M suggested that some of the children in the Eco group could write a letter to 
parents.

Action : Stuart to e-mail.   Maureen Mooney to organise letter from pupils to parents.   

Helen McH. handed in an Invoice from Education City for £528.  This is for use of an on-
line website used by pupils in the classroom.  It is also used by staff  as it follows the 
Curriculum for Excellence.   The renewal date is due on 19th December.  

Stuart asked if parents could have access?   Helen clarified that on an annual basis 
parents are invited to sign up for the homework tutorials at a reduced cost of £2. 
Following discussion it was felt that it is not always clear to parents which level their child 
should work on at home and  Ali H. stated that guidance on how parents could use the 
website would be helpful. Helen will ensure levels are written down for parents.
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3. Head Teacher’s Report

Parking outside school  (See Item 1 - Matters Arising above)

Miss Stuart, R4 will be leaving this week.   She has been supplying cover for the 
classroom teacher on maternity leave who is due back in February.  

Rehearsals for the Nativity Play are underway.  The children will be performing at 
Burnside Church on 20th December and Spittal Community Centre on 7th December.  The 
Choir will perform at Tesco Supermarket on 18th of December.

The list of children starting in Primary 1 next session has been received and letters will be 
sent out inviting them to a tour of the school on 14th December.

Sponsorship has been agreed for football strips with BAM Construction.

A Primary 1 parent has been found who is willing to start a chess club.  However one 
other parent will be required.  A note will be put in the newsletter to this effect.

A letter will go out to parents regarding the Burns Competition, rehearsals for which are 
well underway.

The Cinema Club planned for December, will now take place within school hours.  
Heather Inglis offered to review films for appropriate age groups.

Action :  Heather to liaise with Helen on films
HI
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4 School Refurbishment

Stuart stated that South Lanarkshire News had a publicity article on upgrading schools 
and he thought we needed to start a dialogue with representatives on the proposals for 
Burnside Primary.  The Council have carried out many rebuilds and refurbishments now 
that he thought they must have specifications to hand that could be shown or presented 



School Refurbishment (Cont)
to parents to help them understand the proposals.   Burnside is scheduled for 
refurbishment in 2015 but no one knows exactly what refurbishment means and the 
danger is that with financial restraints, the school may be at the back of the queue as the 
money runs out.  

Discussion took place on the reasons for refurbishment rather than rebuild.  Westcoates 
is to be refurbished but it is an old listed building and needs to provide disabled access.  
However Burnside is not listed and had a new extension built a few years ago.  It is also 
uncertain whether or not the garden will remain after refurbishment.  

It was decided to invite a representative of South Lanarkshire Council to attend the 
February meeting of the Parent Council to give an outline of the plans for Burnside 
Primary.  The January meeting will discuss questions parents want answered.

Action – Chairperson to invite a representative of South Lanarkshire Building and Works 
Department to February Meeting

January meeting to discuss questions.
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5 Learning Outcomes

Stuart raised the issue of learning outcomes and asked how parents could work closer 
with the school on this.  He asked what work would the children cover?

Helen McG stated that blanket information given out caused problems but agreed that 
more information had to be given to parents on the curriculum. The school has started 
with numeracy and maths.  The work is divided into blocks and alongside appropriate 
teaching, information will be sent home with the child.  The trouble is that at the moment 
planning information, is in ‘’teacher talk’ and has to be made more parent friendly.  
Arrangements to do this are underway and are mid way through P4 – P6.   This takes 
time to do as staff are needed to release teachers to work on development work such as 
this and currently there is a shortage of cover staff.  Staff do work out with school in their 
own time but relying on their good will is not fair.  Helen’s plan is to buy in relief staff to 
release teachers to work on development.
Helen stated that under the 5 – 14 programme it was easier to give parents information 
but Curriculum for Excellence has much wider levels.  P2 children start to split into 
groups.  There can be 3 or 4 main groups working at different levels.  It becomes 
progressively difficult as they advance through school to provide general information. 
The idea is to promote a child’s mental agility.  A child will be assessed as secure in their 
learning when they can apply the skills they learn in different contexts.

Discussion arose with parents stating that they want to know that their child is progressing 
through a band or level, that there is a sense of achievement and that their child is being 
stretched and challenged enough.  Also that there is consistency in learning and teaching.

Maureen M. stated that Curriculum for Excellence was not about moving from one level to 
the next.  Children were constantly challenged and that the work was never finished.

Helen stated that children did have a sense of achievement but it was different from 
previously as there are now more varied strategies adopted.  One of the challenges may 
be reassuring parents when their child is in the middle of a level, that they are progressing 
and achieving the outcomes. There was discussion on the use of home support packs 
and Helen stated that these are only used when necessary.  The school aims to get 
this idea across by providing more information for parents along with an overview of the 
curriculum. 

Action :  To be revisited



6 Enterprise

Stuart stated that there was no update to the grant project

Action:  Carried forward to next meeting

7 Treasurer’s Report

The Fayre was very successful raising the sum of £3,700.   Everyone was thanked for 
their work and contributions.  
Most stalls were successful but one of the most popular was the one with pets.  The food 
stalls ran out quickly as did the Pizza and more should be provided next year with the 
addition, if possible, of hot dogs.
Also more help is needed to tidy at the end of the Fayre as a few parents were left to do 
most of the work.

The bank balance stands at around £6,000 before deductions for the Education City 
Website, the Pantomime, Classes’ Wish lists and other small items.

As there was estimated to be enough money to purchase projectors for the laptops 
already provided. Alison Hay proposed that this should be done straight away, before 
Christmas if possible.   
Stuart suggested that money be set aside for the willow structures, however, following 
discussing and a vote, it was decided to buy the projectors immediately and look for 
additional funds for the willow structures next term.  Research will have to be done on 
where to buy projectors at the best possible price.

Action: Helen and Stuart to investigate 
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Any Other Business

Alison Macaulay asked if there could be a master document drawn up on how to organise 
the Christmas Fayre.  Ali H said she thought there already was a document but there is a 
need to have specific people for specific tasks and they have to follow it through.

Ali H said she had received an offer from someone willing to run a Ladies Pamper 
evening.  Helen is willing to meet her to organise the fundraising event.

Maureen stated that some attention should be given in January to organising P7’s leaving 
party as it takes some time. 

Action:  To be discussed at next meeting

Ali H asked for a volunteer to organise the P1 presents for the Christmas Party.

The meeting closed at 9.20 p m.

All

All

Date of Next Meeting: Thursday 10th January 2013 


