
Minutes of Burnside Parent Council  
10th January 2013

Burnside Primary School
In attendance: Alison Hay (Chairperson), Robert Brown (Councillor) Alison Harkin (Treasurer), Helen McGarvey, 

(Head Teacher), Jackie Fraser (Teacher), Stuart McCallum, Shona Jones, Jane Barton, Alison Macaulay

Apologies:  Jonathon Todd, Trish Kent, Heather Inglis.

Action

1

Minutes of last meeting 
Previous minutes were approved.

Matters arising
i) parent survey: Ali H suggested a summary of the survey results should be included in 
the next newsletter, with a link to the website for the full results.

Action: Jane to email the summary to Helen and Parent Council for comments before 
the next meeting.

ii) Ink cartridge recycling: Some confusion still over whether we are to have one or two 
boxes for the ink cartridge recycling, as the P7s have also set up a recycling scheme. 

Action: Helen to ask Maureen to email Ali H about the business aspect of this.

iii) Projectors for the infant classrooms have now been purchased

iv) Education city: Helen clarified that the old passwords for home use have now run out 
and the new ones will be issued as soon as they arrive - probably in the next few weeks. 
Passwords will come home with a note of the suggested appropriate level for pupils.

JB
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2 Correspondence.

An e-mail was received from Trish Kent tendering her resignation from the Parent 
Council as other commitments mean she is unable to attend meetings on a regular 
basis. She has also met with Clare Leonard with regard to the P7 prom, to get things 
started and Jane is to meet them once they have a template to work from.

Robert has discussed the issue of safety at the junction of Glenlui and Blairbeth with 
Calderwood, who have some similar issues. SLC have stated that the presence of 
utilities underground at the corner means that nothing can be done immediately. Ali H 
suggested that a bollard or even cones on the corner might help raise awareness of the 
issues.

School refurbishment: Robert is to organise a visit to a new school, and to ask Vince 
Sinclair if we can also have a look at plans for a refurb school at the same time 
(Muiredge plans should be ready soon). Jane requested that we also request a copy of 
any minimum spec that is given to architects so that we can see what is included, for 
example in terms if IT provision and connectivity.

Action: Robert to organise a visit and get back to Parent Council with possible dates. 
Parent Council to come up with a list of questions and a 'wish list'

Ali H mentioned that St Mark's buses are going past at 9.10 and wonders what effect 
this is having on the length of the school day. Alison Harkin confirmed that they are 
requested to drop pupils off at 8.50 at St Mark's during the works. 

Action: Robert to investigate and report back.

Burnside footbridge: Robert is meeting with Jamie Gray from SLC roads dept to discuss 
the issues of maintenance and gritting on the bridge.
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Road crossing patrol: Robert confirmed the situation, whereby 42 South Lanarkshire 
patrols had been threatened with removal, including the Blairbeth/Burnside junction, 
the lights by Glenlui, Stonelaw Road and Mill St. This has been dropped for this year, 
but Robert suspects it may return and that we should have a response ready. Alison M 
pointed out that last year when the 'green' patrol was temporarily removed the reasoning 
from SLC had been that this was deemed safer and therefore OK to leave unattended, 
but now they are suggesting that the other crossings, which are all 'red' crossings are 
being earmarked for cuts on the basis that there are lights at all of them. Ali H pointed 
out that the pelican crossing at the Glenlui junction has been broken since before 
the Christmas holidays. Alison H pointed out that there are a lot of accidents on the 
Blairbeth/Burnside junction, and that there is a dangerous hole that has developed at 
the corner of Crawfurd Rd/Blairbeth.

Action: Robert to bring up the broken lights and the corner of Crawfurd Rd with SLC

Helen said that the school are looking at encouraging walking to school via the 'Safe 
routes to school' initiative, as it is felt that reducing traffic congestion caused by parents 
would help the situation. 

Action: All to investigate the possibility of reinstating a walking bus and how this might 
be achieved.

Alison Harkin has confirmation of the lets for this term from SLC

Alison has received the confirmation of our application for a grant from SLC
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3. Head Teacher’s Report

Helen welcomed Emily Black, who will be teaching room 11 on a permanent basis, 
Weds-Fri (to replace Mr Miller).

Mrs Steven (p2, rm4) is still on maternity leave, but is expected back in February

Mrs Lindsay (p1, rm3) is expected back at the end of January

Mrs Ogilvie is on a career break and is not expected back soon.

The Snow Business concerts raised just under £2000, which will be used to fund 
ongoing classroom rewards and outdoor equipment, specifically for outdoor PE 
sessions.

The pantomime was enjoyed by all - thanks to the Parent Council from staff and 
students

Community links: the P3s and 4s performed the nativity at Spittal Community Centre. 
Thanks and congratulations to all the pupils and staff involved, with particular thanks to 
Mrs Anderson for her brilliant work in writing the nativity. The choir performed at Tesco 
Burnside and Duncraggan Care Home on Blairbeth Rd. They will probably return to the 
home around Easter for another performance.

Bridgeton Burns competition: the children did very well. The p2-4 choral speaking group 
came 3rd and Keira McInulty in P3 came 2nd in the solo speaking category. Well done 
to everyone who took part! And a big thank you to Mrs Kilgour and her daughter for 
organising the rehearsals and getting the team up to such a high standard. The group 
also performed to their parents before Xmas.

Athletics: P6/P7 are doing well and practising for the finals of the Sports hall Athletics 
competition on 25th Jan.

Touch of Tartan day: Fri 25th Jan. Details to follow. Pupils are going to nominate a 
Scottish charity to benefit from the day.

Parents Evenings: parents' evenings will be held on Tues19th march and Thurs 21st 
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March

School Handbook: the new school handbook is ready and will be given to new P1 
parents who are registering next week. Helen expressed her thanks to the parent focus 
group who helped her to put it together.
Action: Helen to email a copy to Jonathon so that he can put it on the website.

HMcG/JT

4 Treasurer's Report
Alison has paid out a cheque to Stuart for £1200 in respect of new projectors for the 
infant corridor classrooms.

Pantomime and Education City subscription have both been paid for.

5 Library report

Jane reported that the library would be re-opening w/c 14/01/13 and requested that a 
note was put in the next newsletter to remind parents/pupils to use bookbags, as this is 
the only way of connecting books with the person who borrowed them.

The P7 bookgroup continues and is small but enthusiastic. So far it is only girls, as last 
term it clashed with P7 football and stamp club, so Jane is keen to find a different time 
for the session this term. The P7 library is also being well used.

Jane and the staff have some concerns over the lack of non-fiction available to borrow, 
and a number of gaps have been identified. Ways of addressing this were discussed. 
Jane has been finding some in charity shops on an ad hoc basis, and it was agreed that 
the school will supply parents with a list of topics where books are lacking to see if they 
can fill any gaps.

Jane gave a brief run-down of finances since start 2010 and pointed out that the library 
has raised much more money than it has spent. It was agreed therefore that it will be 
fine to continue with ad hoc purchase of library stock.

Jane is completing an application for funding from the Foyle Foundation, who give 
awards of up to £10,000. Stuart is to help with submission of the application.

Action: Jane and Stuart to work on the application. SMcC/JB

6 Fundraising

PVG applications: no new PVGs have been issued so far, so decisions on whether 
we can proceed with discos and cinema club this term were carried over to the next 
meeting. However, it was decided to book a date for the disco: Thurs 14th March.

Action:  Alison M to provisionally book DJs, Ali H to book let, Helen to compile a list of 
regular helpers at these events to prioritise PVG applications

Pamper night: Michelle Pollok and Julie Kershaw have offered to organise a pamper 
night. March is potentially problematic due to a lack of available Thurs night dates, so 
April was suggested as a possibility (ie after the Easter holidays). It was also suggested 
that the organisers leaflet the local area to try and improve attendance at the event.
Action: Helen to liaise with Michelle and Julie on dates
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7 Communications

Email list: very few parents wish to continue receiving paper copies, so the new system 
should be up and running soon.

Survey of parent views: see section 1 above

Newsletter: date/editor for this term tbc

8 Enterprise

Stuart has received verbal approval of our application for funds for the willow project 
for the playground from First Direct. The award is for £2500, with the Parent Council 
making up the £500 shortfall required to complete the project. Further funds (£750) will 
be sought from other sources to build a second climbing wall.

The supplier is currently looking at dates, and Stuart is liaising with school, the supplier 
and First Direct to discuss possible roles for volunteers from the grant awarder. 
The volunteers will need to bring their own tools/equipment so tasks will need to be 
allocated.

Action: Stuart to continue liaison on this. Helen to come up with a list of possible tasks 
for volunteers

SMcC/
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9 AOB

World Book Day, 7th March: Ali H suggested that we hold a dress up day (eg dress as 
your favourite character) to celebrate World Book Day. This was agreed, but school 
would prefer if it was not a fundraiser.
Ali  also has an offer from Jenny Smith, a published children's author, to come and do 
a reading/storytelling activity in school. Helen indicated that there is another storyteller 
coming in on 25th Jan for Tartan day so it might be better to leave this until May.

P7 leavers' party: see section 2 above

Refurb wish list: Stuart to email questions round so we have a list of possible questions 
and a wish list of prioritised items for the refurb. Suggestions so far are: rebuild of 
cafeteria and toilets; improved storage in gym hall (one of the containers needs vents 
as it's currently building up condensation inside so that equipment cannot be stored 
properly in it).

Roles for Spring Term: Ali H distributed the list of roles for the Spring term to cover her 
having to step back for a few months from her role. An editor for the newsletter is the 
only job outstanding and Ali may be able to cover this herself if she has time.

Date of next meeting: Monday 4th Feb


