
Minutes of Burnside Parent Council  
4th February 2013

Burnside Primary School

In attendance: Alison Macaulay (Chair) Jonathan Todd, Julie Kershaw, Stuart McCallum,  Jane Barton, Helen 
McGarvey (Head Teacher), Susan Martin (Clerk)

Apologies: Alison Harkin, Jacquie Fraser, Michelle Pollock, Robert Brown

Action
1 Minutes of last meeting

Previous minutes were approved

Matters arising

i)  Parent Survey:  See  Section 3. Communication

ii) Ink Cartridge Recycling:  Stuart emphasised that mobile phones could also be recycled but 
the boxes need to be more visible.  Helen to check where boxes are located and with Ms 
Mooney regarding bulk pick-up.

Action Helen to check with Maureen Mooney

iii) School Refurbishment  - As Robert Brown was unable to attend due to a forthcoming by-
election, he sent his apologies and said he would try to arrange a visit to a new school as soon 
as possible after the 14th February (date of the election).   

Stuart suggested that a list of questions could be e-mailed in advance.  Two questions he 
suggested were: ‘Why is Burnside one of the last in the group to be modernised?  and ‘Why is it 
to be a refurbishment instead of a rebuild?

Jane said that a good starting point would be to ask to see the specification documents for new 
and refurbished schools.  What is in the brief for the refurbishment?  What are the minimum 
requirements?

Alison Mac stated that she had found out that St Marks, which is currently decanted to Spittal, 
had a staggered start time of 9.10 a m to avoid traffic congestion.  Some schools in the same 
area started at 9 am others at 9.15am.  The length of day was not affected.

iv) Pedestrian access routes
The broken traffic lights have been fixed and the broken area around the BT manhole cover 
replaced.  The work was carried out swiftly and satisfactorily.

v) Walking Bus:  Helen stated that questionnaires had been sent to parents and are being 
collated.  Some PC members made the observation that it would have been better to ask if 
individual children would be willing to take part as some families had one child who could 
participate but another who might be too young or could not take part for other reasons.

Stuart asked if safety vests would be available?  Helen said a private company may sponsor 
these. Possibly the company who supplied them to the children at the recent road safety talk:

Action :  Helen to check with Maureen Mooney regarding safety vests 
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2. CORRESPONDENCE

Letter received from Robert Brown, Councillor regarding the repair of footbridge, lights, etc.
(See Item iv) - Matters Arising.)

3. COMMUNICATION

Jonathan reported that he had processed details of pupils whose parents were willing to 
receive correspondence by e-mail.  He estimated 65% of parents had responded.  The majority 
of respondents were positive but a few still wanted paper copies. The next stage is to test the 
e-mail system for accuracy.  
Helen said she would follow up some of the parents who had not replied to see if they had 
objections.  
Correspondence by e-mail will save paper and will cost less. 
Jane asked that teachers also provide their school e-mail address so that they can be copied 
into any correspondence going out to their class.
Jonathan was thanked for his hard work on this project.

Action: Jonathan to test some of the e-mail addresses for accuracy.  Helen to look into non-
respondents.

Survey Publication  
Jane reported that the Parent Survey details should be published in the next edition of the 
Newsletter.  Alison M to contact Ali H regarding newsletter - Jane and Alison will put something 
together if AliH is unable to help at the moment.  

Action: Alison M to contact Ali H regarding newsletter
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4. FUNDRAISING

Ladies Pamper Night:  Julie Kershaw and Michelle Pollock are in the process of organising 
the ‘Pamper night.  The date of the event is 2nd May 2013, from 7 to 10 p m.  A ticket price of £5 
was discussed, which is more than last year, but would include a drink and snacks.  Last year’s 
event raised £350 after costs were deducted.
Discussion took place on the details of the event i.e. publicity: could volunteers hand out 
leaflets to local homes, could the Rutherglen Reformer do a feature?  Could  flyers be made and 
distributed?  Also discussed were raffle tickets and prizes.  Tesco and Co-op were mentioned as 
possible contributors.
Therapists will be able to book a table for £10 per therapist.  There will be large and small 
tables available.

Helen stated that the let would cost £81 but the application could not be processed until next 
term.  It was suggested that ‘Save the Date ‘notices could be sent out in the meantime.  
Alison Mc suggested people might like to book specific therapies in advance. 

Julie and Michelle were thanked for their ongoing work on this project.

Action:  To be revisited JK MP

5. HEAD TEACHER’S REPORT

There are 44 enrolments for P1 for session 2013/14 with additional placing requests to be 
confirmed towards the end of April.  This is slightly higher than last year but the total roll 
should remain about the same as this year.  Two new families are also joining the school.



The ‘Touch of Tartan’ day was enjoyed by all.  There were some super pupil performances and 
£225 was raised for Erskine Hospital.

The school came 1st in the Cambuslang/Rutherglen Sportshall Athletics competition.  Well done 
to pupils and thank you to Mr. Campbell and Mrs Whiteside.  The athletes will now compete in 
the SLC Final next week.

Primary 6 & 7 Money Sense workshops have gone well.  These are delivered by Barclays.

A grant offer of £7571 for the trim trail has been received from Awards for All.  This covers 75% 
of the total cost of the project. Helen will meet with Scotplay as soon as possible to review the 
plans.  

Discussion on how to raise the extra 25% needed to meet the total cost of the trim trail project 
took place.  Also, the school must make the trail available to the wider community.  This poses 
some questions regarding access to the building outside school hours.

Jane stated that Brownies and Scouts cannot use the playground at night without having access 
to toilets and this may be the same for other user groups.

Stuart asked if the PC would be able to fund this from this year's fundraising events, given 
existing commitments to top up funding for the willow project. 
Action: Alison M to contact Alison H regarding projected income for the rest of this session

Helen stated that fundraising money already raised had also been allocated to buy trolleys 
for laptops.  She also stated that the children were desperate for a multi-use pitch, although 
it was felt that this is an expensive item if it would  not survive the refurb and will need to be 
discussed further.  

Jane asked if the trim trail could be scheduled in two stages in order that we can proceed 
now with current funding, and then complete the project when the remaining 25% becomes 
available. Helen to discuss with Scotplay.

Stuart stated that perhaps South Lanarkshire Council could contribute but Helen thought this 
would be unlikely.

Other suggestions were that local companies might like to support the project for the publicity 
and that the Newsletter could be used to ask for ideas to encourage contributions.

Action:  Grant award to be revisited at next meeting. Helen to liaise with Scotplay and report 
back

Disco:  The date of the school Disco is 14th March and the DJ has been booked.  It was decided 
to have a pyjama theme again as it was an easy option for kids and parents.  The question of 
PVG certificates was discussed.  It appears that individual authorities have different criteria.  
Fundraising events such as Discos seem to be OK, according to Disclosure Scotland,  as children 
are always supervised by more than one adult, and staff are present.  Where there is a one to 
one connection, such as in the Library, all adults have to have clearance.

We are currently awaiting specific advice from SLC, in the light of recent correspondence with 
Disclosure Scotland, but the relevant person is on holiday. 

Cinema Club:  Helen will contact Heather Inglis for a list of ideas for the club.

Action Helen to contact Heather for ideas

AM

HMcG

HMcG



6. LIBRARY
Jane stated that the library was operating satisfactorily but the book group was still 
predominantly girls.  There were some boys who would like to join but did not want to because 
it was mostly girls.  Jane had tried choosing topics that interested boys but this only had the 
effect of putting the girls off.  She suggested having two groups, one for boys and one for 
girls.  An alternative would be to have a non meeting reading group where children were set 
challenges and were encouraged to talk about the book through social media or post-it notes.

Helen suggested that capable senior pupils could lead some of the reading groups.

Jane also stated current arrangements for the organisation of resources is inadequate. Several 
older systems (Dewey classification of books; computer book records for BB Start) have not 
been properly maintained, and as a result, resources are spread throughout the school, and 
teachers are unable to access them effectively.  There is a need for a clearer understanding 
of the books that are available within the school, and a sustainable method of tracking where 
these are. 

As a  result, Jane feels that it would be unwise to proceed with the Foyle Foundation 
application until we can get a better idea of what we already have and can ensure that any new 
resources can be stored and accessed better in future.

Helen invited Jane to meet with staff to work out a solution to the problem.

Action:  Jane to meet with school staff to work out plan for Library JB
HMcG

7. WISH LIST FOR SCHOOL REFURBISHMENT

See Item 1 Business Arising From Minutes.  

In addition Jane suggested that a bigger space should be provided for the library with separate 
sections for books and 
IT.

8. WILLOW STRUCTURES

Stuart stated that the cheque for the willow structures had been paid into the bank and that 
work would start on 19th/20th February.  Up to ten volunteers will be sent by First Direct to help 
with the work, and Helen will come up with a list of additional tasks for them around the school 
grounds, along with a list of any necessary equipment they will need to bring with them and 
any materials we  will need for this.
Action: Alison M and Helen to discuss possible tasks for volunteers. Stuart to continue liaison 
with grant provider and willow supplier
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Meeting ended at 9.30 p m

Date of Next Meeting: Monday 4th March


