
Minutes of Burnside Parent Council
4th March 2013

Burnside Primary School

In attendance: Alison Macaulay (Chair), Maureen Mooney (Depute Head), Jacqueline Fraser (Teacher) 
Shona Jones, Stuart McCallum, Robert Brown (Councillor), Julie McLaren, Alison Harkin, Jane Barton, 
Susan Martin (Clerk)
Apologies: Helen McGarvey, Jonathan Todd, Heather Inglis, Alison Hay

1. Minutes of Last Meeting

Previous minutes were approved

Matters arising

i) Ink Cartridge Recycling:

Maureen Mooney stated that there are not enough cartridges for bulk 
collection at the moment.  The boxes are located in the foyer of the school.

Stuart has sent information on the project to Alison Hay for inclusion in the 
newsletter.

ii) School Refurbishment:  See Item 4 below.

iii) Safety Vests (for walking bus)

Maureen said the company that had previously supplied the vests had 
generously provided them for all children.  It may be too soon to approach 
them again for supply to a walking bus.  

On the subject of road safety Robert Brown stated that at a previous 
meeting of the Parent Council it had been suggested to him that bollards 
be erected at the corner of Glenlui/Blairbeth Avenue. He had looked into 
the feasibility of this but had been told by the Roads Department that the 
bollards had to be sunk to a depth of 330 mm and be 420 – 520 mm apart.  
Technically this can’t be done at this junction because of the presence 
of utilities.   Robert stated that he was not in a position to refute the 



technicalities of the work and would appreciate feedback on the issue.

Action:   To be revisited  

iv)    Testing e-mail addresses/ Non-respondents.    

As neither Jonathan nor Helen were present, these items will be held over 
until the next meeting. 

Action:   To be revisited

Discussion on the merits of using e-mail rather than paper communication 
took place.

Stuart stated that he had attended a meeting of Parents as Partners  (Parent 
Involvement Sounding Board) where the issue of reducing paper waste was 
discussed.  Burnside Primary was complimented for its progressive data 
managing system.  

Maureen Mooney (Depute Head) stated that permission slips were needed 
for every out of school activity and this would still have to be done using 
paper as parents’ signatures were required.  Nevertheless e-mail could be 
used for other communications. 

Newsletter:  Alison Hay has completed a draft of the current newsletter and 
it will be sent out soon.

v)   Fundraising:  

The date of the Pamper night is 2nd of May.  It was agreed to hold the price 
at last year's level, given the additional cost of individual therapies. As Julie 
and Michelle were not present, Alison M to liaise with them.

Action:   To be revisited
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vi)   Trim Trail:

At last month’s meeting of the Parent Council  discussion took place 
on how to raise 25% of the cost of the trim trail, amounting to £2,500.  
Maureen stated that Helen had met again with Scotplay, who have adapted 
the plans so that now only an additional £500 is required to top up the grant.  
This means that the project can now proceed.  This outcome was well 
received by the members.

There is still a potential problem of community access in the evenings (one 
of the grant conditions), as the school gates are padlocked at night and 
there will be no toilet facilities available.  Jane also mentioned that out of 
hours, groups would currently have to pay for a let and would need access 
to toilets.

Julie pointed out that Overtoun Park does not have toilet facilities and yet it 
is open to the public at all times.

Maureen stated that she thought there might be a problem with the gate as 
it may have to be locked for insurance purposes.  More information was 
needed.

Robert mentioned that there may be a reduced charge for the let if the 
facility was being used for under 16s.  He would check on this.

Action :   To find out Council regulations on ‘Out of School’ activities

Alison Harkin suggested that pre-schoolers could perhaps use the trim trail 
during the day and Julie suggested ‘After School’ clubs might be interested 
in it too.  

Stuart stated that it was generally thought schools were less likely to be 
vandalised if they were at the hub of the community.  It was also pointed 
out that during the Cairns visit it was mentioned that there has been an 85% 
drop in vandalism across SLC schools since the new building programme 
began, and perhaps this is in part due to improved community access.

Maureen stated that there had been very little vandalism in the garden 
recently.  The more they worked on the garden the less trouble there 
seemed to be.  She also stated that if it was possible for the school to open 
during the summer holidays it would mean we could arrange a rota for the 
children to allow them to water the flowers in the garden.

Jane suggested that the school could maybe act as a pilot study once the 
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trim trail was in place.

Action:  To be revisited

 

vii)   Willow Structures

The willow structures are in place and looking great.  There is still some 
work to complete, which will be done in the next few weeks.  Volunteers 
from First Direct also painted the climbing wall. (See also Head Teacher’s 
Update Item 5)

viii)    Library:  

Jane stated that the library team have cleared and reviewed the books in the 
IT suite.  Some new purchases have been made, and all out-of-date books 
have been taken out.  The next job is to work on topic boxes and develop 
an efficient management system.  At the moment there are three separate 
systems that do not communicate with each other: reference, lending and 
topic boxes, with no IT system underpinning any of these, and ways of 
integrating these need to be looked at.

Robert Brown said he thought there would be a budget for new books in 
the new school after refurbishment. Maureen mentioned that Stonelaw 
had provided cataloguing help to Spittal's new library. Jane was concerned 
about what cataloguing system would be used, but agreed that it might be 
helpful if appropriate nearer the time.

ix)  Cinema Club:  Has been postponed until next term. 

Action: Heather and Helen to liaise on dates and films
HMcG/HI



2. CORRESPONDENCE

A letter has been received from Tesco offering a school uniform range that 
includes embroidery of the school logo.  They appear to be cheaper than the 
present main supplier, Campbells.

This prompted discussion on the school uniform.  Parent members asked for 
clarification on what the children should be wearing to school.  

Maureen Mooney said that she felt a smart uniform, with the shirt and 
tie, improves appearance and raises standards but there needed to be 
consultation with parents, as the school cannot impose the uniform on 
pupils.

Some PC members felt that the polo shirt was an easier option, especially 
for younger children. 

Another comment made was that as Stonelaw has introduced a stricter 
uniform policy, it may help transition if children were already used to a 
stricter uniform code.

Maureen said she would speak to Helen to see if a questionnaire could be 
sent out to parents with a request that children wear the uniform.

Alison M suggested that this be done before the end of the school session as 
parents usually buy the uniform during the summer holidays.

Action:  Maureen Mooney to request questionnaire and guidelines.

ii) A cheque has been received from Easy Fundraising for £109.86.  Also 
a letter from Spree. It was agreed that we would not be taking up the Spree 
offer again this year as a fundraising tool.  
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3. FUNDRAISING

Pamper night :  (See Matters Arising, Section v).

Disco:   There are enough volunteers for the Disco and the DJ is booked.  
There has been no more definite information regarding PVGs from SLC, 
but it is thought that as long as adults who do not have the full disclosure 
certification are not on their own with children the Disco can go ahead.  

It was felt that clarification is still needed. Alison H pointed out that 
the issue is not just about 1:1 contact with children at events, but about 
volunteers being seen as 'trusted adults' by children. 

Action: Alison M to liaise with Helen over current and pending PVGs  and 
revisit at a future meeting

Cinema Club:  (See Item 1 Matters arising, above)
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4. REFURBISHMENT/REBUILD VISIT

Alison M and Shona along with Councillor Brown visited Cairns Primary 
School, which is a new build with a similar roll to Burnside Primary.  They 
have also seen the plans of Muiredge School which will be refurbished, and 
met with two of the rebuild team from SLC.

The two Parent Council members were very impressed both with the new 
school and with the plans to develop Muiredge.  It was pointed out that the 
refurbed school will have a footprint approximately twice the size of the 
existing school, and that it was also possible with refurbs to move spaces 
around (eg to swap gym hall and cafeteria).

The SLC team emphasised that the refurbished school should have the same 
facilities as a new build and be completed to equally high standards.  Some 
of the improvements at Cairns include a large hall with a stage, lighting,  
and storage, as well as improved storage for children’s belongings, Wi-Fi, 
and carpets throughout to reduce noise.  IT facilities are integrated within 
the classrooms as well as in a dedicated space in order to integrate IT into 
learning better. Library/IT plans will need to bear this in mind.

The new/refurbished schools are all more secure with better entry systems.  
They are also less likely to be the subject of vandalism.  A copy of the plans 
for Muiredge was handed round the meeting. 

Robert Brown thought a timescale of about a year would be needed to carry 
out the work, with the school probably decanting to either the old Spittal or 
the old Cairns site while work was in progress.  Planning is due to start in 
January 2014, but this is tbc due to the rolling schedule of work.

Alison H asked about the safety of buses transporting the children to 
the decant school, particularly with regard to seat belts.   She was also 
concerned by the speed of the buses currently transporting pupils from the 
St Mark's rebuild.  Robert Brown stated that he thought seat belts were 
compulsory but would check the formal contract between the contractor and 
the Council

Action: Robert to check decant transport details
RB



Concern was expressed about the rationale behind decision-making on 
which schools are allocated as refurbs (only 10 or so in the programme).

Shona stated that the reason might be because Burnside has the extension, 
and that as this will be retained, the school is automatically classed a refurb 
rather than a rebuild.

Robert stated that the decision to refurbish had been taken a number of 
years ago and was unlikely to change.  However, it was agreed that we 
should try to find out more about how these decisions were reached, and 
why Burnside is a refurb not a rebuild. 

Stuart stated that he was worried that the funds will be smaller for the 
schools that come at the end, and Burnside might lose out as a result. 
Robert stated that it was not his impression that there would be less money 
for refurbishment and in some ways it was better to be at the end to learn 
from any mistakes that were made at the beginning.

Alison M stated that there will definitely be further consultation between 
SLC and the HT, with plans presented to parents once firm, and that 
parents' views would be considered, although the PC should not consider 
itself part of the design team. Robert currently has the Muiredge plans but 
will return them.

Action: ongoing discussions with regard to priorities for refurb 
All



5. HEAD TEACHER’S UPDATE

As Helen was not present Maureen (Depute) gave the report.

Horsemeat:  An update from SLC was read out, explaining that from Feb 
22, schools were told to stop using current stocks of frozen beef products, 
which were replaced with suitable alternatives. The situation continues to 
be monitored.

Willow Structures:  Children are loving them. The work is ongoing and the 
supplier will be back to complete the work shortly.

Sports:  The school came 1st in the Camglen Sports Hall Athletics 
competition and 4th in the South Lanarkshire final.

World Book Day:  Children enjoyed the day.  They dressed up as story 
characters or authors, participated in various literacy activities and the P1s 
had a storytelling session with their P7 buddies.

Reading/Literacy:  the reciprocal reading development in school is proving 
so successful that over 90 members of staff from SL will be coming to a 
session to find out about how it operates.  It is in line with Curriculum for 
Excellence and focuses on developing understanding and thinking strategies 
rather than the decoding of words.

Red Nose Day:  a number of activities are planned for Red Nose Day, 
including a Fairtrade tuck shop.

Alison M had been asked by a couple of parents why only sweets were 
available at the Fair Trade tuck shop, considering the emphasis in class 
on healthy eating.  Maureen answered that dried fruit, fresh fruit drinks, 
yoghurt covered raisins, pencils and bookmarks were also available but that 
pupils were always attracted to the chocolate. She felt that as it was only 
once a week, that this could be regarded as a treat, although she appreciated 



parental concerns.

6. ENTERPRISE

Stuart has applied for a grant from the Clydesdale Bank for the additional 
climbing wall.  It was also suggested that photos of the improvements 
should be added to the PC website. They are already in the next newsletter.

7. ANY OTHER BUSINESS

A grant from SLC has been spent on the purchase of a camera but a camera 
bag may be required so that it can be stored safely.  Also a memory stick is 
needed.  The money will also be used to purchase a book trolley, outdoor 
cushions and disco lights. 

Meeting closed at 9.30 p m  Date of next meeting 22nd April 2013 at 7 pm


