
Minutes of Burnside Parent Council Meeting

22nd April 2013
Attending: Alison Hay (Chairperson), Alison Macaulay, Stuart McCallum, Heather Inglis, Michelle 
Pollock, Shona Jones, Jonathan Todd, Jane Barton, Helen McGarvey (Head Teacher), Julie Yardley 
(Teacher), Susan Martin (Clerk)

Apologies:  Julie Kershaw, Jackie Fraser, Alison Harkin, Robert Brown, Julie McLaren

1.

Alison Hay, (Chair) welcomed everyone to the meeting and introduced Mrs Yardley who 
will stand in for Mrs Mooney on leave.

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING
Previous Minutes of 4th March were approved with one minor adjustment.

MATTERS ARISING

i)  Ink Cartridge Recycling:
There are two systems operating at the moment.  One is organised by the children in class 
and is very simple and basic, the other is a whole school project primarily to raise funds for 
the school through the Parent Council.  Mrs Yardley (Julie) stated that the children in class 
could not cope with a larger scale project and were simply involved in collecting some 
money for Yorkhill Children’s Hospital.

Stuart suggested that the two systems could work separately but Alison H. thought that 
this might be confusing and that the Parent Council should shelve their project meantime. 
No decision was taken but Julie said she would contact the company who pick up the 
cartridges to see if they do bulk collections.

Action:  To be revisited

ii) Testing e-mail addresses – See Item 7 below

iii) Access to Trim Trail - As Helen McG was not at last month’s meeting she still has to 
check with South Lanarkshire exactly what the rules are concerning access to school 
facilities in the evening by the wider public.

Councillor Robert Brown was not in attendance at the meeting and could not report back 
on his enquiries.

Action:  To be revisited

iv) Cinema Club  - See also Item 4. Fundraising

It is still unclear if adults can volunteer at the Cinema Club without full PVG certificates.  

Ali H stated that it was getting to the point where the Parent Council can’t run events 
because of a shortage of parents with full disclosure forms.  Heather stated that the 
equipment was lying unused and therefore the Parent Council was losing money.
Helen was asked if some of the teachers could supervise but this is problematic as the 
Cinema Club is held on Friday afternoons when most teachers want to finish up for the 
weekend.  

Ali H asked Helen if she knew how many parent volunteers had certificates.  If the Parent 
Council could find enough volunteers and match it to the number of children who wanted 
to attend then the club could go ahead.  Helen thought the figure was about thirty per 
parent helper. 

All



Jonathan stated that he had received a free disclosure certificate as a result of our 
Charitable Status and could now help other people fill in their forms. There is no charge 
made to individuals or the council using this route.
Ali H asked if there was a limit to the number of forms they could request through this 
route. Ali H asked Jonathan to order 12 forms.  Alison Macaulay said she would contact 
regular disco volunteers and ask them for their current PVG status so that Jonathan could 
arrange for any undisclosed people to get a disclosure form.
Heather would pass a list of names of volunteers to Ali H (Chairperson)

Action:  Jonathan to order a dozen PVG forms
              Alison Mac to ask regular volunteers if they are disclosed
              Heather to pass list of volunteers to Ali H

iv) School Refurbishment  - See Item 2 Correspondence
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2 CORRESPONDENCE

a) Helen asked if the Parent Council would pay £180 for a PVS licence that will allow 
DVD’s to be played in the school without infringing copyright. All agreed to pay for this.  
Helen to pass invoice to Alison Harkin for payment.

b) Alison Macaulay (Depute Chair) has received correspondence from Councillor Brown 
regarding the safety of decant buses.  He stated that all buses were single deckers 
and equipped with seat belts.  There was also an adult escort on board who was PVG 
certificated who made sure children were safely seated and secure.

Julie Yardley stated that her own child who attended St Marks had used these buses 
and there had been no incidents on them and they turned up ‘like clockwork’.  There is 
a staggered starting time to avoid congestion and this may appear that they are running 
late.  The Parent Council members in attendance at the meeting were reassured by these 
statements.

The above correspondence prompted some discussion on refurb vs new build schools that 
has been recorded in previous minutes.  

Stuart is still unconvinced that clarity has been achieved with regard to why Burnside 
Primary is to be refurbished instead of rebuilt and why it is one of the last in line.   His fear 
is that there will be little money left for a proper reconstruction of the school.  

Heather stated that all schools, whether refurbished or rebuilt had to meet certain criteria 
and that being at the end of the line did not alter this fact.  Parents had been assured on 
a site visit to a new school and on seeing the plans for a refurbished school that Burnside 
Primary would meet all requirements and may even be better equipped than a new build.

Jonathan stated that he agreed with Stuart that some one other than Councillor Brown 
should attend a meeting of the Parent Council to speak on the plans and that a list of 
questions should be sent in advance. This will be sought nearer the time.

Ali H noted from previous minutes that the Head Teacher was to be consulted on design 
details but Parent Council members were not. Ali H requested that the plans for Muiredge 
school be passed to her and she would copy them and distribute them before the next 
meeting.  

As this subject has been discussed on numerous occasions and time had not been 
allocated to it, Ali H. Chairperson moved the meeting on to other items on the agenda.  

Action  Plans of Muiredge to be passed to Ali H
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3. HEAD TEACHER’S UPDATE

Ms Mooney is absent from school and Mrs Yardley has been appointed Acting Depute 
Head Teacher.  Mrs Coulter will cover the class most of the week, alongside Mrs Yardley,
Ali H (Chair) asked that ‘best wishes” were passed on to Ms Mooney from the Parent 
Council.

P1 induction will be Tues 21st May at 2 p m and Wed 5th June at 11 a,m.  A new Induction 
Pack and Health and Wellbeing DVD have been produced.  ‘Flying Start’, a term used for 
P1’s attending full time, has been brought forward to 26th of August.

Alison Mac asked if a questionnaire had been sent out regarding the wearing of the school 
uniform? Helen confirmed this was so and questions were asked for approval of shirts, 
ties and blazers.  Seventy percent of parents approved of shirts and ties but questions 
were asked about the affordability and practicality of the blazer.  Helen suggested that the 
refurbishment of the school was a good time to revisit the question of school uniform and 
perhaps look at the badge design.

Comments were made on the affordability of Campbell’s   products compared with others 
such as Tesco and Marks and Spencer.  Some members were in favour of keeping 
Campbells as the recommended supplier as they give 10% comission and also supply the 
badge.  Others stated that Tesco’s quality was acceptable and much cheaper.  They also 
do a badge design.

Helen stated that the school cannot be involved in responding to various suppliers and it 
was a matter for parents to decide. The school does however supply the ties.

Michelle and Heather volunteered to do a cost comparison of stores and report back. 
Ali H stated that it should be a like for like comparison

Action:  Michelle Pollock and Heather Inglis to collect pricing information of school uniform 
for comparison

Outdoors update – Willow structures are almost completed.  The trim trail is to be installed 
next week and ivy has been treated, and the climbing wall painted. 

£500 is needed from the Parent Council as their contribution to the Trim Trail, plus £500 
for the willow structures.  A further £250 is needed for the climbing wall.  Total £1,250 still 
outstanding.

Club update – Thank you to Mrs Fowley who has taken over the senior choir and thank 
you to Mrs Welsh who has undertaken cycling training with Mrs Chan.  Both activities will 
run after school.  Primary 5 Bikeability sessions will start soon.  Mr Mitchell will restart the 
chess club when his PVG is approved.

Helen stated that Stonelaw Learning Community is expanding and now includes James 
Aiton Primary and the new Park View Primary in Halfway.

Crossing Patrol  – Someone is in position but needs a PVG certificate.  Helen will contact 
the authorities again for an update.
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4. FUNDRAISING

Pamper Night - Michelle stated that arrangements were well underway.  There will be 
tables/stalls for aromatherapy, arts & crafts, cosmetics, weight management, massage 
and makeovers.  There will also be a raffle and a tombola stall.  Michelle handed in an 
example of the flyer that will be sent out and posters can be made in the same design by 
simply taking out some of the printed information and enlarging the paper.  These will be 
sent to Helen in advance of the evening which is 2nd May. 



Cinema Club:  See also under Item 1 Minutes, Matters Arising.  

In addition to what has already been recorded under Matters Arising, it was stated that the 
Cinema Club contributed quite a bit to fundraising finance and if possible, there should be 
two showings, possibly on 17th May and 7th June. 

Disco Date:  
As the Jubilee Evening was such a success last year it was suggested that an outdoor 
activity might be organised this year instead of the Disco.  Suggestions for themes were 
The Commonwealth Games, Wimbledon or a Summer Sizzler with outdoor food such as 
hot dogs and  pizza (from Domino’s).  The 13th June was suggested as a possible date.

Action:   To be revisited at next meeting

5. LIBRARY

There has been some money lying unused in the BBStart account.  This amounts to about 
£260.  Jane suggested that it should be transferred to the main Parent Council account 
and the original account closed.  The account was managed by a previous Treasurer 
and to remove any ambiguity Jane thought it would be best if she was contacted and the 
account closed on an official basis.  A cheque for transfer signed by her would then be 
paid to the school and then transferred to the Parent Council.  

Action: Helen to contact previous Treasurer, (Karen Heaney) to sign off the account.

Jane had proposed sending unwanted library books to a school in Borneo and Mrs 
Mooney had agreed that this would be a good project for the Eco Committee. Mrs Yardley 
will now take this forward.
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6. ENTERPRISE

Stuart stated that he had received a grant for £500 from Clydesdale Bank for a second 
climbing wall.  He was congratulated for his work on this project.

Helen stated that she would contact the contractor but may have to rethink where the 
second wall is to be located.

Action:  Helen to contact contractor re climbing wall H McG

7. COMMUNICATION

Jonathan handed in a package of email forms he had been working on.   Most parents 
have signed up to receive information by e-mail, approximately 70%.  It now has to be 
tested to see how efficiently it works.

Helen and Jonathan will work on the sequence of sending information out.  It was 
suggested that parents will be asked by the usual paper method whether or not they have 
received the e-mail version.   

Jonathan was thanked for his work on this lengthy project.

Action:  Helen and Jonathan to work out procedures for e-mail communications
.
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 8. ANY OTHER BUSINESS

As there was no other business the meeting closed at 9.20 p m 

Date of next meeting:  13th May 2013


