
Draft Minutes of Burnside Parent Council Meeting

13th May 2013

Attending: Alison Hay (Chairperson), Alison Macaulay, Stuart McCallum, Heather Inglis, Michelle 
Pollock, Shona Jones, Jane Barton, Alison Harkin, Helen McGarvey (Head Teacher), Julie Yardley 
(Teacher), Jackie Fraser (Teacher), Robert Brown (Councillor)  Susan Martin (Clerk)

Apologies:  Jonathan Todd

1.

Alison Hay (Chairperson) welcomed everyone to the meeting.

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING   Approved

MATTERS ARISING

i) Access to School After Hours -Helen McGarvey (Head Teacher) stated that she had 
spoken to the Authorities regarding access to the school in the evenings for groups 
using the outdoor facilities such as the Trim Trail and although the gates had to remain 
locked when there was no janitor on duty, ‘After Hours’ groups would be able to book 
in advance and there would be no fee for janitorial expenses to open the gates and to 
provide access to toilets. 

Jane asked if it would be possible to have the gates open every evening?  Also she 
thought there might be a problem if it was raining (access to school required?) Helen 
stated that this was not possible as Burnside Primary is a high security site because of 
its concealed location.  There are schools that do open for multi-use facilities such as 
MUGA’s but they tended to be bigger community schools.  Their insurance was much 
higher

Robert Brown stated that Cathkin High was a Community School.  Alison Mac stated 
that perhaps they could coordinate after school activities so the school did not need to 
be opened every evening.  

ii) PVG Forms   Jonathan Todd was not present at the meeting but had contacted Ali H 
to say that he would be collecting the forms from the Glasgow Office very soon.

Action:  To be carried forward to next meeting

There are now enough volunteers with full disclosure forms to allow the Cinema Club 
to recommence.  Five to six volunteers are needed for every show.  Some of the 
volunteers who attended the Disco are willing to help at the Cinema Club.

iii) Library – Jane stated that she had not yet heard from the previous Treasurer 
regarding the transfer of money from the BBStart account to Main Account.

Action:  To be revisited at next meeting

iv)  E-mail Communication – Slight problems were encountered at the start of e-mail 
communications.  These are being rectified and letters and e-mails will go out to all 
parents very soon.  The Newsletter will also be sent by e-mail.

v)  School Uniform Update -  Michelle and Heather produced samples of shirts and polo 
tops which were passed around for approval. 
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It has been established that Campbell’s top brand was the higher price quoted in last 
month’s minutes and that they also produce a cheaper brand that compares more 
favourably to Tesco’s brand.  Campbell’s embroider the badge directly onto the garment 
whereas Tesco have a backing to enable embroidery.  Campbell’s give 10% discount 
on items ordered at the school, but Tesco give 5% cash back to the school on all items 
of school uniform.

Discussion took place on quality versus price and convenience of buying on line or 
from a local supermarket rather than a small independent store.  Councillor Brown also 
suggested that the source of manufacture might be investigated in light of the disaster 
in the clothing factory in Bangladesh.

There was no consensus of opinion among Parent Council members and therefore 
each one was asked to give their individual comments.  

The cost and practicality of blazers was raised by some members. It was noticed that 
Campbell’s do not provide small enough sizes.  Tesco, on the other hand do not hold 
stock and uniforms would have to be ordered in advance with a two week lead time.   

Stuart suggested that parents should have a choice of where they want to buy the 
uniform.   A number of members stated that they would like to know a bit more about 
other suppliers such as Marks & Spencer and John Lewis.  The colour of the uniform 
was considered to be a factor as providers offer different shades of blue and uniformity 
would be lost if parents bought from different suppliers.

Although no definite conclusion was arrived at, it was decided to warn Campbell’s that 
parents were considering other suppliers. As induction days are close, Helen stated 
that new parents will still be informed that Campbell’s is the main supplier of the school 
uniform.  Helen stated that the school cannot insist on school uniform but that some 
claim it has been shown to raise standards.   

No agreement was reached between Parent Council members but it was generally 
agreed that it would be better if parents were given at least one alternative choice of 
supplier.
 
Action : To be revisited when further information is gathered from M & S, John Lewis, 
Tesco and Campbells.

As Councillor Brown had to leave for his next appointment, he was asked if anything 
had been done about replacing the school crossing patrol on Blairbeth Road?   He 
stated that he was unaware that the crossing patrol had not been replaced as no one 
had raised the matter with him.  It is sometimes assumed by the Council that there is no 
problem with children crossing and the patrol can be lost simply by default.

Helen McGarvey said that as far as she knew someone had been appointed but was 
awaiting clearance from PVG.  Because the crossing patrol is located some distance 
from the school she was not always aware that there was no one in attendance.   
Parents were urged to make representation if there is a particular problem with children 
crossing without the aid of a crossing patrol.

Action:  Councillor Brown to investigate replacement School Crossing Patrol.

All
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2 CORRESPONDENCE

Letter from Councillor Brown regarding the refusal of South Lanarkshire to permit an 
expansion of the Landfill Site on Cathkin Braes.  This should mean cleaner roads and 
less traffic on local roads leading up to Cathkin.



3 DIARY DATES

Parent Council meetings will normally be held on the first Monday of the month

Discussion took place on how to promote the Parent Council to new and existing 
parents.  Some members present thought that many parents do not know what the 
Parent Council does. They value the activities that are provided for their children but do 
not realise that funds have to be raised to finance them.  Helen said she thought some 
parents had an entrenched idea of what the Parent Council does, relating it to the old 
system of School Boards and not something they wanted to be involved in.  

It was generally felt that a campaign was needed to encourage new parents to join.  
Various suggestions were made, for example a ‘greet and meet’ activity, cheese and 
wine and/or an information pack.  One suggestion was to have photographs of Parent 
Council members pinned up or on the website so that parents could identify which 
parents served on the Council.  Another suggestion was a buddy scheme where one 
member brings another parent to the meeting to introduce them to the procedures. 

The timing of the AGM was also discussed, perhaps it could be moved to later in the 
year to allow new parents to settle in.  It was suggested that it move to November with 
the handover of Parent Council members taking place in January.  Ali H thought this 
might have implications for the Constitution as members have to be elected on an 
annual basis.  Having enough people to help with Christmas activities such as the Fayre 
could also be a problem.

Other Dairy Dates were discussed

Halloween Disco – 24th October, Christmas Fayre 30th November, The Pamper nights 
could be held near Mothering Sunday.  Cinema Clubs can take place each month 
now with ideas sought for films from children through staff.  A list could be sent out to 
parents.

Ali Mac suggested a cinema evening for families perhaps near to Christmas.

Ali H suggested a family disco as it had been successful in the past . 
Other suggestions ranged from a ceilidh on St Andrews or Burns nights to a barn 
dance.  

Ali H asked for suggestions on the format of the Annual Report.  Last year she had 
used bullet points to highlight activities but perhaps this year it should be more visual 
with photographs and press clippings?.  No specific preferences were expressed by 
members present at the meeting.

Primary 7 Leaver’s Gift -  Suggestions were sought on what to give as a leaver’s 
gift.  Various suggestions were made, a memory stick, a water bottle, a mug with the 
school’s name on it.  Mrs Yardley stated that children did not expect a gift and were 
delighted with anything they received.
Helen stated that Autograph Books had been popular in the past as children kept them 
into adulthood and as time is running out it was decided to go with this option

Action – Ali H to order Ali H



4.
.
HEAD TEACHER’S UPDATE

Primary 1 Induction Days will be held on Tuesday 21st May in the afternoon and 
Wednesday 5th June in the morning.  Helen asked if members could volunteer to help 
with teas and coffees and to introduce themselves to new parents.  An introduction to 
the library was important.  Three members offered to help.

50/50 Club – Two draws will be made in May.

Trim Trail - £399 .14p is needed from the Parent Council as a contribution to the Trim 
Trail.  This is less than first anticipated which was a sum of £500.

PVG Licence has been paid to allow the school and Parent Council to show DVD’s.

Questionnaire results are being collated   Parents have made lots of positive comments 
including a new e-mail communication system.  

Initial results indicate a preference for traditional sport days.  Helen would like to provide 
a running club for P1s.

As previously stated (See Matters Arising  there has been a hiccup in the computer 
system with regard to emailing parents but this should be resolved very soon.

5. TREASURER’S REPORT

Alison Harkin (Treasurer) stated that there was a surplus of just under £3,000 in the 
account and this was much the same as last year.  The Pamper night had brought in 
around £500. There were still some outstanding bills to be paid, for example for the 
purchase of disco lights and £120 for library labels.

As the accounts are in a healthy position suggestions were made for spending some 
of the funds.  These included basketball nets and outdoor chess pieces.  Nevertheless 
it was pointed out that items purchased will have to be mobile due to the forthcoming 
school refurbishment.   

Ali H asked that the Parent Council have a specific project for fundraising and spending 
for next year to generate support from parents.

6. FUNDRAISING AND EVENTS

a)  PAMPER NIGHT
Michelle and Heather reported back on the Pamper Night.  They had good feedback; 
people seemed to enjoy the event.  Next time they will try to include more treatments 
and notices above each stall as to what was being offered.  The Pamper night has 
raised £500.  Michelle and Heather were thanked for their good work in organising 
this event.  It is hoped to encourage new parents to become involved in the future in 
organisation such events.

b) SCHOOL OUTDOOR PARTY  
The date for the outdoor party is 13th June.  Helen will e-mail parents asking if anyone 
is willing to help.  Likewise, Ali Mac will e-mail the people who volunteered to help at the 
Disco.  

Action:  To e-mail requesting volunteers A Mac
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7. ENTERPRISE

Stuart was congratulated for bringing in £500 from Clydesdale Bank for a climbing wall.

8. LIBRARY

Jane reported that there was a surfeit of picture books in the library. Parents had 
donated books to the library and although in good condition, many of them were too 
young for primary school children who move quickly on to reading books.  As Burnside 
is an Eco school Jane would like to work with the ecology group to parcel and send 
them to Borneo.  It costs about £50 for 10 kilos to send them by airmail.  It would cost 
less to them ship by sea but it would take much longer to deliver.  

Discussion took place on the best way to send books and £100 was offered by the 
Parent Council to help with costs.  Jane thought it would be best to air mail a small 
parcel of books that would arrive quickly and then a larger consignment by ship.  
Heather stated that picture books could also be recycled to pre-school nurseries

Jane stated that she would like to buy new books for the library as there was a shortage 
of reference and topic books.  The Parent Council agreed to give Jane £300 for this 
purpose.  

The meeting closed at 9.25 p m.


